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On, 


T O 
The Honourable, 


Roztxr BoyLe, Eſq. 


SIR; 
Ince moſt Men a& by 


Intereſt, as I do here 
endeavour to ſhew, it 

may be in all likelihood ſup- 
posd, that in Dedicating 
this Bookto you, I am my 
ſelf guilty of the very ſame 
thing I reproach in every 
A2' Ar- 


» 


- _ — —_— 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Article to others: Which 
ndced I cannot flatly deny, 
if Interc{t oblige us, as un- 
coubredly it does, to be 
oratcful to ſuch as we are 
molt, or rather, only ind<bt- 
ed to, i3ut beſides this partt- 

crlar Reaſon reiating to my 
private dutytoyou,l was up. 
on another account refolygd 
at laſt to pretix your Name 


before theſe Papers, becauſe 


the World cafily allowing 
you to a& always by a ge- 
nerous Principle, and notby 


Tntereſt itcannot be thoucht 


thatl intend rogive Sentende 
againſt 


4 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
againſt you,when I condemn 
the generality of Mankind ; 
and tho I ſeem to ſay ſome- 
where, That the Publick 
Good is the advantage you 
propoſe to your felt in all 
your Learned and Excel- 
lent Writings, yet this being 
athing in it {elf highly com- 

mendable, you have no rea- 
' fontothink your ſeltwrong'd 
by fuchan unuſual reproach, 

ſince tis by purſuing cagerly 
. this very kind of Intereſt that 
you are deſervedly {tyl'd e- 
very where, and parricular- 


ly abroad, Philoſophus Bri- 


Fannicns, 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Tannicus, the Engliſh Philo- | 
ſopber which Title, ſo glo- 
riousto your Self, to your 
Countrey, and to your No- 
ble Family, that you may in 
all Health and Proſperity 
long enjoy, is the hearty 


__ with, 


SIR, 
Of your Afﬀeftionate 


Friend and Servant, 


David ABERCROMBY, 


THE 


AUTHOR 


TV 17.9 


READER. 


Courteous Reader, 


F an imperfett Knowledge of the 
] probable Cauſ, ſes of Natural things 


1045 as of old ſufficient to make 
a man happy, Forlix qui potuit re- 

' rum cognolcere cauſas; T am of 
- Opinion, that this Treatiſe may prove 
of ſome uſe to thee upon the ſame ac- 
count, becauſe it diſcovers, in a not 
unpleaſant Variety of very obſervable 


Par- 


—— C— OE. OG 


— To the Reader. 


Particulars, the undoubted Cauſe 0 
all the Tranſa&ions of the Politick 
World, Almighty Intereſt ; to whoſe 
powerful influence over Mankind, as [ 
aſcribe not only the odd and irregular 
Prattices of ſome, but likewiſe the 
unaccountable Speculations of others ; 
Jo T endeavour to ſhew, in almoſt e- 
very Article, that men generally be- 
having themſelves as if they were all 
downrizht Hypocrites, both think, ſay, 
and do things for Reaſons they will 
not own, and which I undertake to lay 
open in the following Diſcourſe, wit h 
this peculiar Advantage, from the ve- 
ry Subject it ſelf, That whatſoever 
may be ſaid of the Method 1 haye 
made thoice of, I can hardly be accu- 
ſed of a flat Untruth upon the whole 
matter, 


A 
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THE 


CONTENTS. 
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I. That there is ſomething in the Poli- 


tical World, anſwerable to what we 
call Pruimum Mobile i the Hea. 
wens. 2. That every thing aFu- 
ally mouvd , owes its Motion to 
ſome forreign impreſſion. 23. Se- 
veral obvious Demonſtrations of this 


Jruth. Pag. 1 


ARTICLE II. 


| 1. Man never moved but by ſome- 
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thing without himſelf. 2. The De- 
ſign 
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A 
MORAL DASCOURSE 


Of THE 
POWER. 
O F 


INTEREST. 


1: That there is ſomething in a Politi- 
cal World anſwerable to what we call 

| Primum Mobile i» the Heavens. 
4 2. That every thing aFually mov'd , 
2 owes its motion to ſome forreign i Path 
F preſſion. 23. Several obvious demon- 
F ſtrations of this Truth. 
; 


ſay, be a real Trath, or ' a meer 
groundleſs fuppofition, That a 
Saperiour Heaven, they cal} Prinz 
Mobile,turneth round the workd'wxh 
B is 


J oi not, if what Aſtronomers 
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it ſelf by its rapid motion all th' other 
inferiour Orbs ; but ſure I am there 
15 ſome ſuch thing as a Primum Mobile 
here below, that over-ruleth the ve- 
ry Microcoſm it (elf, that untoward 
and unweildy Animal call'd Man. 
ThisI fancy you will eafily agree to, 
if you do but allow, with the gene- 
rality of Philoſophers, nothing to be 
put in motion but by ſome other 
thing of a diſtin& nature from it ſelf: 
for though this receiv'd principle be 
ingenioutly contradicted by a late 
Author, I am ſtill inclin'd to believe 
it no untruth, by an infinite number 
of obvious and unanſ{werable inſtan- 
ces, clearing all our doubts about 
this old Maxim, quicquid movetur, ab 
alio movetur, that every thing actual- 
ly moved, owes its motion to ſome 
forreign impreſſion. Thus when a 
Stone' falls downwards, I conceive 
it to be preſs'd towards the Earth 
by the weight of the Atmoſpherez or 
as others will tell you more obſcure- 
ly, by the magnetical attraction of 
the Center of the Univerſe ; "o_ 

the 


the Power of Intereſt, +4 


the ſame heavy body is tofsd up- 
wards, it is natural to us to think 
with the Ariſtotelians, of an impreſs'd 
Quality, or of a certain Impulſe 
helpd forward by the liquid ambi- 
ent, till the greater preſſure of the 
incumbent air return it home again to 
the Earth, from whence it camez 
and if this be apparently true in a 
rectiline motion, we need not ſcru- 
ple to judge after the ſame manner 
of a circular one, or of a body turn- 
ing round ſome Center or other : 
for I am not as yet thoroughly recon- 
cil'd to the Opinicen of thoſe who 
will have the Sun, Moon, and other 
Planets to turn round the world 
without the help of an Ariſtoteliare 
Intelligence, But we need not climb 
ſo high, to make new diſcoveries of 
{o probable a Truth : Does a Ship ſail 
without a good gale? Does the Earth 
produce its fruits unmanur'd and un- 
tiil'd 2 Can the powers of our Soul 
move themſelves without a previous 


' impreflion from the Object? Fire in- 


deed, and Water too aſcend ſome- 
B 2 times 
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times up into the air, but by the 
ſtrong preiſure of heavier bodies that 
thruſt them upwards: and may not I 
be allowed to ſay, that if God him- 
ſelf were mutable, he could not be 
wrought\upon bur by a Being diſtinct 
from himſelf 2 So truce, one would 
think this hitherto un- 
controverted Maxim 
to be, though it ap- 
pear doubtful to a great man of 
this Age. 


My Lord Stares 
his new principles. 


ARTICLEIW 


1. Man never moved but by ſomething 
without himſelf. 2. The Deſign of 
this Treatiſe, 3. Who are not like to 
be very much pleas'd with it. 


But whether he be inthe right or 
not, 'tis not very material to my 
purpoſe : for whatever may be 
the true cauſe of motion 1n the great 
World ; yea, though Iallowed, that 
{ome things without us arc mov'd by 
themſelves, and by no Being diſtinct 

from 


| 


the Power of Intereſt. 5 


from themſelves, I ſhall preſume to 
be poſitive for once, contrary to the 
natural diſpoſition of my own tem- 
per, in aflerting, that Man never 
moves himſelf, unleſs firſt mov'd by 

ſomething that is without him, and 
' Which he endeavours to reach by all 
the different aCtions of his life : What 
this is, what impreſſions it makes up- 
on mankind, and by what means it 
attains the deſign'd end, are the very 
things I intend to clear in the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe, which upon this ac- 
count may prove not altogether uſe- 
leſs, though it may not pleaſe very 
much that kind ot men we call Pre- 
tenders to Vertue and Morality, or 
more plainly, down-right Hypocrites, 
who would not have us to pry into 
their thoughts, nor diicover the ſe- 
cret Spring of all their actions, that 
being judgd to att by higher motives 
than really they do, they may contt- 
nue to themſelves that eſteem they 
have acquired in the world, by a 
thew of what they were never really 


Ppolleſsd of. 
B 3 A A» 
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ARTICLE 1. 


I. General Pretences of moſt men in 
their undertakings. 2. What parti- 
cularly influences moſt mens ations. 
3. Who at by temper, and not by prin- 
ciple. 


Such as intend to cheat thus the 
duller world far their own ends, are 
ſure never to do it bare-fac'd, and 
without the common vizard of Ver- 
tue and anne, 499" or of mecr zeal 
and concernedneſs for the common 
good. But whatever their pretences 
may appear to be, we ſhall find by 
daily experience the Scripture to be 
true, that all, or moſt men, owes 
querunt que ſua ſunt , propoſe to 
themſclves1n all their proceedings ſtill 
ſome temporal intereſt or other, as 
their laſt end, without any further 
diretion of their intentions towards 
their only dread Soveraign, and Al- 
mighty Maker, Yet that 1t may not 
be (aid, that I intend tolibel mankind, 


and 


the Power of Ini-roſt, 7 


and baniſh all real Vertne c::- of the 
world, 1 do ſincerely ackno - ge, 
that ſome do act by principle:, and 
not by temper, nor temporal 1 e- 
reſt, as thote do who give willingly 
alms for mens ſake, and ſeldom or ne- 
ver for God's ſake, that 1s never in 
private, but always in publick, or on 
publick accounts, for the increaſe of 
their Name and Reputation among 
men 3 being contented with Cicero's 
wiſh'd for reward of a preſent and 
popular applauſe while they are alive, 
ut vivi perfruantur glorisld ſud, not 
minding what they might have expe- 
ted without this hereafter in another 
Scene of affairs, in caſe rhey believe 
any thing beyond this life, as I have 
reaſon to be afraid they really do 
not, becauſe of their being reſolv'd 
to be great and happy here at any 
rate, 


B 4 
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ARTICLE IV. 


I. True Vertue hard to be known, and 
why. 2. The _— condition of 
Tradeſmen. 3. The true Notion of 


a Gentleman. © 


I doubt not but that there is ſuch a 
thing in the World as Religion, yea, 
and true religious men too of all Chri- 
ſtan Religions 3 yet beſides that, they 
are ſo hard to be known, that the 
greateſt Readers of mankind miſta- 
| king ſometimes their man, take ſach 
to be undoubted Saints, who are nq 
better than Dunghills covered with 
Snow, or finely painted Tombs , the 
number j is ſo inconſiderable, that true 
Vertue has always been the rareſt 
thing | inthe world, as Vice the com- 
moneſt; which I can aſcribe to no- 
thing elſe but to the Almighty Power 
of temporal intereſt ſo abſolutely ru- 
ling over mens minds, that few or 
none are either willing cr able to 
reſiſt it, To be ſomewhat more par- 

ticular 
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ticular upon the matter, 'tis a harder 
fate than one would think to be bred 
a Tradeſman, becauſe 'tis a great 
temptation to him who muſt live by 
trading, if not a ſort of indifpenſible 
neceſſity to purſue his Intereſt, night 
or wrong, to the ruine of his Soul 
and Conſcience. The Caſuiſts and 
Divines may ſet what Rates they 
pleaſe upon his Goods, and declare 
what Gain 1s reaſunable and lawful, 
and what is by the Law of God and 
right Reaſon forbid, notwithſtanding 
all their preſcriptions, the Dealer will 
ſtill think all Fiſh that comes into the 
Net, and that whatever he can get, 
he may lawfully take, were it fix 
times the value of what he diſpoſeth 
of, 'Tis upon this account, that, as 
Cieero , if I milremember not, ſays 
ſomewhere, No Tradeſmcn are al- 
lowed to be Gentlemen, quia nihil 

roficiunt , niſs mentinntur , becauſe 
they can hardly become rich without 
cheating and lying, which trove Gen- 
tlemen ſhould not do, though too 
many among us, pretending to this 


Qua- 
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Quality, are as guilty of both as the 
meaneſt Tradeſmen. We are ab- 
horr'd by the Tirks upon this very 
Head, more than upon the account 
of our..Rcligion, which many of 
them have a reſpet& for, as aiming at 
nothing more than good manners 
and holineſs of life. Tis a common 
word among them , That they are 
neither Cheats in their dealings, nor 
perfidious, nor Lyars, as the Frfdets, 
mcaning the Chriſtians 3 though they 
themſelves are of late generally as 
guilty of thoſe Crimes as we are; and 
no wonder, fince they have not the 
ſame advantages that we have to rid 
our ſelves of the Tyranny and Slave- 
ry of ſelf-intereſt, which yet we en- 
deavour to clear our ſelves of before 
men, by a thouſand proteſtations of* 
our juſt and fair dealings, being 
aſham'd to be thought concern'd for 
our ſelves in what we pretend to do 
meerly for others. This is the Vizard 
we put onin all our ſpecious preten- 
ces to Honeſty and Juſtice, leſt we 
. are at laſtdiſcovered to be what we 
really 
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really are, and will by no means 
own. By how many hornble and 
repeated Oaths will not ſometimes a 
greedy Tradeſman endeavour to per- 
{wade a credulous Cuſtomer, that he 
uſes nm kindly, when at the ſame 
time his defign is Extortion, and an 
unreaſonable Gain. 


ARTICLE V. 


1. The Tradeſman's Apology. 2. Uſury 
generally pratisd without ſcruple. 
3. Simony what, and how eluded. 


I know 'tis generally anſwer'd by 
the trading Tribe, That what they 
loſe by one, they muſt get by an- 
other 3 That what they loſe by 
Truſt, they muſt get by the ready 
penny 3 That conſidering how many, 
and how different hazards they run, 
they are not ſo injuſt as one wonld 
think in their dealings. So ſtrong are 
the Arguments drawn from Intereſt, 
that. they can perſwade a man into 
the belief of his being innocent and 


guilt. 
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guiltleſs, when he comnmnts the horri- 
bleſt of Crimes; as that he may take, 
without ſcruple, from me what is 
really mine, to make up the loſles he 
has ſuffered through other mens ej- 
ther misbehaviour or misfortune ; or 
that Uſury, ſo much condemn'd by 
the moral part of mankind, and by 
the Goſpel it ſelf, 15 now no more a 
fin, becauſe, forſooth, of what men 
call dammum emergens , and lucrum 
ceſſans, of the damage we are thought 
to be expoſed to, by lending our 
money, or upon the account of miſ- 
ſing in the mean time of a ſeaſonable 
opportunity of improving it 3 which 
two things, ſince they may always be 
pretended to, there can be no ſuch 
thing in the world as a ſinful Uſury, 
though the Goſpel tells us in plain 
tetms, date mHEHumn, nihil inde ſpe- 
rantes; lend your money without 
the very hopes of recovering any 
thing thereby more than your prin- 
cipal : So far it is from allowing 
in any caſe of tyrannical Extortions 
and injuſt Exa&tions : But by the deep 

reach 
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reach of a preying Intereſt, we un. 
derſtand now better things , ſince 
contrary to the written Word, Uſu- 
rers muſt be reckon'd as honeſt men 
as any whoſoever, leſt we condemn 
the generality of Traders and Deal- 

ers Either in Goods or Money. 
Simony, thar 1s the ſelling of the 
Spiritual, for the Tempotat 3 as a 
good Eccleſtaſticat Benetice for Gold 
or Silver, was always reputed a grie- 
vous fin '5 but becauſe this Dodrine 
became troubleſome to the rich Bi- 
ſhops, Abbots and Prebends of 
France, and other Popilh Countries, 
who having at their diſpoſal ſeveral 
fat Benefices were ſtrongly tempted 
to beltow them npon the moſt deſer- 
ving 3 that is, 1n their opinion, up- 
on ſuch as could give moſt money 
for them, they arc fallen luckily np- 
on a trick to clear all their Scruples 
about this Subject, and it is this, Thar 
they are not to contract in expreſs 
. terms with the party, nor to give 
their Bond for ſuch a ſum of Money 
payable at their being inſtall'd in the 
- SPt- 
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Spiritual Employment they are in 
purſuit of; They ſhall only be at 
the trouble to let him they deal 
withal underſtand their preſent diſ- 

ſition to a grateful return for the 
avour he promiſeth to do them gra- 
tis, though in the mean time he be 
very ſure of his reward, or rather 
rice, and do expet it no leſs than 
if they weretyed up to the payment 
by all the ſtricteſt Forms of Law 
and Cuſtom. Now all is well again, 
and we may by this eafte method 
ſhun all kind of Simony , ſell and 
buy Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, as we do 
other Goods, to the deceiving of men 
indeed, but not of an All-ſeeing 
God, who will both judge and pu- 
niſh our wicked intentions with rhe 
ſame rigour he chaſtiſeth our teal 
deeds. 


- the Power of Intereſt. 15 


ARTICLE VE 
I. The obligation f reſtoring other 


mens Goods, and good Name not 
minded. 2. The ſureſt ſign of Re- 
probation. 3. The Caſuilts immoral 
advice to rich men. 


The Obligation incumbent upon 
all Mankind, to return other mens 
Goods, and good Name, it wrong- 
fully taken from them, is ſo indiſpen- 
ſibly neceflary, that the fin can ne- 
ver be remitted without an equal 
compenſation made for the damage 
done 3 non remittitur peccatum, iſh 
reſtituatur ablatum : But this Duty 1s 
ſo ſeldom perform'd, that 'tis eafie to 
ſee what God moſt men ſerve, and 
not very often diſcoursd of neither 
from the Pulpit, as if the Preachers 
thought it uſeleſs to 1nfiſt upon a 
Subject which men will by no means 
hearken toz and good reaſon, ſay 
they, why they ſhould not, becauſe 
they would beruindand undone, jn 


caſe 
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caſe they were perſwaded to reſtore 
whatever they bad wrongfully taken 
from the poor, or from thoſe rich 
who are now through their oppreſli- 
on become poor. 1 know no ſurer 
ſign of Reprobation than riches thus 
injuſtly acquired, becauſe ſuch (ins 
being ſeldom repented of, harden 
mens hearts againſt all reveaFd and 
natural hght. I pity fuch fort of rich 
men more than I envy 'em;, becauſe 
It is hard, if not impoſſible for them 
to enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven : The very Divines ſometimes, if 
not good men, help them on to their 
ruine, by flattering them through in- 
tereſt in their finful ways, or by tel- 
ling them, with fome able Caſniſts, but 
very indifferent Chriſtians, that ma- 
king ſuch a figure in the world as 
they do, they are not obliged in con- 


| ſrience to lay aſide their State and 


Greatneſs, to' begger themſelves , 
their Wives and Children , though 
they all live in the mean time upon 
the Subſtance of ſuch as ſtarve for 


want of their own, that they may 
fave 


TIT 
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ſave their Souls at caſter rates, as gi- 
ving ſome incontiderable and ſuper- 
fluous part of their Riches to the 
roor, or to thoſe very perſons whom 
they have wrong d, it yet in being, 
that all right flowing originally from 
power, what was injuſtly got at 
firſt, is at laſt juſtly pofleſs'd, fince 
no body 1s able to take it from 
them : Thus the {trongelt (hall never 
want the dclir'd advice from trim- 


- ming, covetous, and confcienciou(- 


leſs Caſurſts, to maintain their 1njuſt 
acquilitions. "Tis by their favour- 
able Decilions , that the Kings of 
Spain' retain the Kingdom of Navarr 
during thar lite lately, and in good 
conſcience too, as they gencrally af- 
firm, provided at the hour of death 
they order their Succeliors to reſtore 
It again to the right Owner, fuppo- 
fed to be the French King, who like: 
wiſe tollowing the Example of thcir 
Predeceſlors. leave behind them then 
Orders for the reltution of that 
Kingdom, in hopes to fave ther fouls 
by this Caſniſtical Trick. The Bt- 

; \þ ſhop 
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ſhop of Rome pretends a right tothe 


- Kingdom of Naples, and upon that 


account to a yearly Homage frcem 
the King of Spair, whom he excom- 
municates every year for this injulſct 
uſurpation of what 1s not allowed to 
be really his due : But this Prince un- 
derſtanding, that Gold is a better 
Fence againſt the Thunder of the 
Vatican, than Lawrel was of old 
againſt that of Jupiter, ſecures him- 
{elt from it under the ſhelter of a 
heavy Purſe, preſented from time to 
time to his Holineſs by his Ambaſla- 
dour, as well knowing the irreſiſtible | 
power of Gold, to which Crown'd 
Heads ſtoop as well as others do. 


ARTICLE VIL 


1.Good and wholeſome advice to Princes, 
2. The French K ings Succeſs of late 
what tc be aſcrib'd to. 3. Why the Spa- 
niards are 10t now ſo great Politici- 
ans as they were of old. 


For lct men pretend what they 
pleaſe, it 15 Not 1n thar power to -4 
i{t 
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fiſt the Charms of this bewitching 
Metal : Upon this account 'tis a piece 
of Wit and Wiſdom too in a Prince 
to beſtow large Salaries upon his chiet 
Miniſters of State, leſt they be tem- 
pted through want to comply with 
the ſecret Offers of a rich Enemy. 
This Maxim 1s carctully obſcrv'd by 
the French King, no Prince in Ex- 
rope allowing , or perhaps able to 
allow grcater Salaries to fuch 1s he 
- thinks fit to be employcd in State 
Affairs : Hence it 15that he 1s ſeldom 
betrayed by his Subjects , not that 
they are of a more generous temper 
than other people, but becauſe their 
covetoutneſs being glutted at home, 
they are not fo cafily overcome by 
what may be offered them from a- 
broad. The French King owes not 
only the Loyalty of his chiet Sub- 
zects to his great Rewards, but like. 
wiſe almoſt a)l his Conqueſts, and 
the great Repurarion he has got of a 
ſucceſsful Politician. The Spaniards 
of late are no more c{teem'd for 
their Polticks, as they were of old, 

C2 though 
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though they be ſtill the very ſame 
Men , of the ſ{\me Temper and 
Reach, and as wiſc as ever; but 
the ſecret of the matter 1s, that they 
have wanted for ſeveral years the 
nece{lary Tool to ſhew themſelves 
great Politicians z «WM is, Money e- 
nough to put in Exccution their Pro- 
jects either of Peace or War, 'Tis 
an eaſie matter for a ſenſible man to 
magine great things, and great de- 
ſigns ; yea, and to propoſe to him- 
{elf the fitteſt Methods to compaſs 
em ; but when all this 1s done, it he 
1s not able to bring his Speculations 
to practice , for want of the great 
Inſtrument ro put Politick Projects 
in execution, Gold and Silver, his 
Enterpriſes may eafily miſcarry, not 
only to the luſs of his Goods and 
Eſtate, bur alſo of his former Repu- 
tation of Wit, Conduct, Judgment 
and Inſight in Affairs: Whereas, it 
he were ſufficiently provided with 
Riches and Treaſure, were he but a 
man of an ordinary reach, he might 
andoubtedly take ſuch meaſures as 

would 
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would ſoon gain him the Fame of 
an extraordiyary Politician : So the 
Spanivrds, I fancy, when they are 
once become as rich as formerly 
they were, will on a ſudden turn 
good Politicians again ; and if the 
French King's Treaſures, by an eafie 
turn of the Wheel, in caſe his Ene- 
mies can but agree a while among 
themlielves, are once.cxhauſted, Iam 
much miſtaken it he proves not a 
very in{ignificant Politician, and his 
State-Council too as weak as that of 
Spain is & late thought to be, 


ARTICLE VII. 


1. What enconrageth men 1ſt to write, 
or to do great things. 2. Our chief 
inducement to ſerve Gol. 3. Few 
Produdtions of this Age to be admi- 
red, and why. 


We owe to Intereſt the very Lite 
of our Soul ; that is, Wit and Inge- 
nuity : For whatever may be the per- 
fections and natural endowments of 
C 3 the 
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the Soul, 1t 1s certain, that ſhe 15ne- 
ver able toexert her natural Abilities 
without the help of a proportion- 
able reward either of profit, pleaſure 
or honour, becauſe, as I have made 
» ws It out in another Diſ- 
of Wir, courſe *, 'tis not in our 

| Nature to do our utmoſt 
10 any buſineſs, unleſs we are encou- 
rag'd by ſomething thought worth 
our while : yea, God himſelt is ſerv'd 
by Mankind chiefly upon the account 
of the happineſs we expect from him, 
though becauſe of his infinite - perfe- 
Ction alone, and the incomprehenſi- 
ble excellency of his Nature, he de- 
ſerves all our ſubmiſſions and ſervices 
whatſoever. We need not then won- 
der to meet with fo few Producti- 
ons 1" this, though not unlearned 
Age, that deſerve to be admired , 
becauſe of the little encouragement 
to be hop for from rich men, who 
if they cannot, or have not leiſure 
enough to improve their own natu- 
ral abilities, ſhould by their Purſes 
contribute to the improvement of 
| others, 
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others, and of themſelves likewiſe by 
the peruſal of ſuch productions as 
their hberality might give birth to. 
Though I doubt not but that there 
are ſeveral in Exrope, yea, and in 
this very Nation ſome, capable of 
writing as well as ever Maro wrote, 
yct hitherto we have no piece ex- 
tant comparable to his excellent Po- 
em, becauſe of the want of a gene- 


.rous Mecenas to encourage 1o great 
and noble undertaking : tor nothing 


more true than this common word, 
Sint Mecenates non derunt Flacce Ma- 
rOnes. 

True it is, that ſome, as the de- 
ſervedly renown'd Robert Boyle , 
write meerly for the benefit and in- 
{trucion of Mankind , without any 
proſpett of Gain or Preferment by 
their daily Studies : but belides, that 
this 1s the very Interelt they purſue, 
and the end they chictly aim at, they 
owe the improvement of their great 
Genizs's to the good Eſtates God has 
bleſsd them with 3 whereby being 
freed from thoſe Cares and Trouble, 
C 4 tha 
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that other, no leſs Noble Minds, 
groan under, they may more eaſily, 
and with better ſucceſs than others, 
apply themſelves to the promoting of 
the good of Mankind by real know- 
ledge. 


ARTICLE IX. 


i. Plenty the occaſion of moſt mens Ho- 
neſty. 2. The Opinion of the Vulgar 
of ſuch as are not able to pay their 
Debts. 3. Advice to rich men. 


I ſhall add in this place a word no 
leſs true than what I have ſaid hither- 
to, That moſt men owe not only 
their Learning to their Plenty, but 
likewiſe their Vertue and their Ho- 
neſty : For how many thouſands hve 
now in the world, in great Eſteem, 
and I confeſs deſervedly too,for their 
Morality, for their honeſt and juſt 

ealings with all Mankind, who if 
they were put to their ſhifts, as others 
as honeſtly inclin'd are, would ſoon 
loſe their Reputation, yea, turn 
| Rogues 
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Rogues and Knaves too, as the Vul- 
gar think, and call generally ſuch as 
are not able to pay their Debts? I 
queſtion not but Want and Selt- ; 
ſervation would put ſome of t 
upon thoſe very hard ſhitts they now 
blame {9 much in others. I would 
then adviſe them, when they ſay that 
part of the Lord's Prayer, &* xe nos 
inducas in tentationem, and lead us not 
into tempt. 4ti01, tO remember 2 that 
by this Exprelſton they deſire that 
God would be pleas d not to expoſe 
them to an extrcam want and pover- 
ty, as proving the too frequent OC- 
cafton of the greateſt Immoralities. 


+ WA % Þ * 

I. What Covetuouſneſs driveth ſome men 
to. 2. The common pradice of inviting 
other Princes SubjeFs to betray their 
Mefer. s not allowable, tho in an open 
War. 3. The vain pretences of Caſu- 
i{ts favouri ing it. 


'Tis true, it Poverty drive ſome 


men upon Projccts they under better 
Cir- 
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Circumſtances would heartily abhor, 
Covetouſne(s pretiing no leſs hard 
upon others, maketh them ſtick at 
nothing that can increaſe their Trea- 
ſure. How great a fin Treaſon is, 
and how heinous a Crime 'tis for a 
man to betray the Truſt he is ſworn 
to, is ſo generally known, that [ 
need not tell yon tis alum per ſe, a 
thing evil in its own nature, and #- 
trinſecally ; not only extrinſccally, if 
I mayo ſay, and upon the account 
of ſome Written Law or other that 
forbids it : Nevertheleſ,, what more 
common than to ſce Servants betray 
their Maſters, Subjects their Princes, 
and ſometimes Wives and Children 
their very Fathers, for a Sum of Mo- 
ney? So trueitss, that the deteſta- 
ble hunger after Gold and Silver, aur? 
ſacra fames, forceth men ſometimes 
upon the horrideſt Crimes. But if 
Treaſon be ſuch a heinous fin, it 1s 
never lawtul for any man to be inſtru- 
mental to the committing of it, as 
thoſe are, whoin an open War con- 
quer Cities by corrupting and bri- 


bing 
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bing their Governours to betray 
their Maſters ; yet this Antichriftian 
Praftice is common all the Chriſtian 
World over, as much as any where 
elſe. The Caſniſts, I know, who take 
upon them ſometimes to excuſe the 
greateſt faults, eſpecially of Princes 
and Great Mcn , whom they have 
perhaps ſome rcaſon to flatter, pre- 
tend, that a declared War 1mplics an 
implicite leave to do one another all 
the hurt they can by what means ſo- 
ever: But ſurely, ſince this 1s to be 
underſtood of lawfinl means, it 1s 
clear, that to decoy another Princes 
Subject into a Treaſonable Practice 
againſt his Soveraign, 1s finful : If 
Princes were made ſenſible of their 
Guilt in ſuch kind of proceedings , 
they wouid act more Chriſtianly and 
more genecroully with their very Ene- 
mies, 1m caſe Intereſt hindered them 
not ſometimes to ſee what in conſci- 
ence they ought to ſhun. May not 
I be allowed in this place to adviſe 
the French King's Caſniits to look nar- 
rowly into this matter,and to conſider 


lert- 


p 
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ſeriouſly by what means they can 
clear their maſter's Conſcience, if he 
has made any Conqueſts, as ſome ſay 
he has, by drawing other Princes 


Subjects into Treaſon and Rebellion, 


things ſinful in their own nature, as [ 
ſaid before, and not meerly becauſe 
they are forbidden. 


ARTICLE XL 


I. Falſe Oaths not much ſcrupled in 
this Age. 2. The Turks not ſo 
' guilty of ſuch Crimes as ſome Chri- 
ſtians. 3. The Breach of a Trea- 


ty ſolemnly ſworn to, ſeverely pu-, 


niſh'd. 


* But what greater (in than the will- * 


fal breach of lawtul Oaths ? Though 
judg*'d always, and by all Nations, 
of a ſacred nature, and inviolable , 
yet very often an inconliderable in- 
tereſt, like Alexander's Sword break- 
ing through 'em, unties ſoon all theſe 
Gordian Knots : How many ſwear 


daily before Judges to what they 
know 
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know to be wholly falſe, that they 


may mortgage a Houſe, or an Eſtate 
the Second or Third time, or take 
away aman's Lite, who perhaps they 
are ſure 1s not guilty of the Crime 
they perfidiouſly charge him with? 
Yea, I am credibly intorm'd , that 
in a Neighbour-Nation 'tis uſual for 
the Countrey People and Tenants, 
when they are told of their maſters 
being engaged 1n a Suit at Law,to tell 
them, that they are ready to ſwear 
to whatever they ſtall think fit- and 
necellary to be done for the Gain of 
the Cauſe. If this be true, as ſome 
ſay 'tis, the Turks themiclves are bet- 
ter Moraliſts than ſeveral reputed 
Chriſtians : for how covetous ſoever 
they are thought to be, they gene- 
rally ſcruple to gain money by flat 
Lies, Calumnies and falſe Oaths, and 
if of late they have not appear'd fo 
ſteady to their werd, by the breach 
of a Twenty Years Truce with the 
Emperour of Germany; beſides, that 
they were ſtrongly tempted to this fin 
by a moſt Chriitian Prince, they in- 
genuoutly 
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genuouſly confeſs the hand of God 
to he heavy upon them for commit- 
ting ſuch a great Crime; which 
ſhews in ſome meaſure how ſenſible 
they are of foul and treacherous 
Dealings 3 which they accuſe us moſt 
commonly of ever fince the perfidi- 
ous practice of that King of Hungary, 
who by the per{waſton of an intere- 
ſted Cardinal, broke his Promiſe to 
the Grand Scignior, then in Perſra 
with his whole Forces, though not 
long before he had fworn "upon the 
Gotpel to a folemn Truce with him : 
But the all-Juit God punilh'd moſt ſe- 
verely the Impicry of the Chriſtians 
in the day of Battle ; for the Turkiſh 
Emperour ſecing rhe Victory incline 
at firſt towards the Hungarians, took 
the Treatife {worn to by the Chriſti- 
ans out of Is boſome, pronouncing 
theſe obſervable words, Jeſus of Ga- 
lilee , 7f thou be really God, as the 
Chriſtians ſay thorn art, ſhew this day 
thy Power againſt thoſe perfidions Vil- 
lains who have thus taken thy Name in 
vain, His Prayer was immediately 
heard, 
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heard, and the Chriſtians on a ſudden 
giving way to their Enennes, were 
unmercifully hewed down by the vi- 
Gorious Tark, the King himſelf, and 
the Treacherous Cardinal not eſca- 
ping the dint of the Sword. 


ARTICLE XIE 


I. The Breach of ſolemn Treaties upon 
the account of Intereſt, too frequent 
among Chriſtians. | 2. Why, and 
upon what Penalty the Papiſts are 
oblig'd to break their Oaths made to 
maintain Hereſte. 3. Equivocation 
and Mental Reſervation taught and 
allowed of by the Caſuilts. 


Though nothing ſhould be more 
binding than an Cath, yet it we 
look narrowly into the general pra- 
dice of mankind, it binds nolonger 
than men think it thar advantage to 
keep it. This ſeems to be the | hes 
Condition to be underſtood in all 
Publick Treatics confirm'd by Oaths, 
{ince the Chriſtans, to their ſhame, 
make 
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make as little ſcruple to break them 
as the Mahometans upon the firſt ap- 
pearance-of ther Intereſt : For what 
other Apology can we make for the 
breach of a perpeiual Peace, or a 
Temporal Truce between Nation and 
Nation, ſo ſoon as we hind our ſelves 
in a\poſture to enflave our unthink- 
ing [Neighbours ? But I doubt, 1t the 
great Rewarder of Vertues, and Pu- 
niſher of Crimes, will hold us guilt- 
leſs when we break our Oaths and 
Promiſes, becauſe. torfooth, we find 
It our intereſt to act contrary to what 
we had ſworn or promis'd. The Pa- 
piſts are generally thoughr to be more 
obnoxious to the breach of Oaths 
than any other people 1n the world, 
and deſervedly too, it we conſider, 
that others break their Oaths through 
Humour, and the Papilts by Princi- 
ple: I ſpeak of ſuch Oltths as relate 
to the maintaining of Hereticks and 
Hereſfie, which they are obligd not 
to ſtand to, under a no lels pain 
than that of Eternal Damnation, in 


caſe they are in a poſture to break 
them 
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them ſafely, and without danger for 
themſelves, by deſtroying ſuch as they 
call Hereticks : It were uſeleſs to give 
Inſtances of this common pretice, 
fince the learned part of the world 
is ſufficiently ſatished of the Truth 
of the matter. Belides what has 
been already ſaid, Two things the 
Papiſts have contrived, and I am 
afraid the Proteſtants likewiſe make 
ſometimes nſe of them both upon 
occaſion, to ſwear without any ſcru- 
{ © ple, according to the Dictates of their 
own intereſt : and theſe are Mental 
Reſervation and Equivocation, both 
invented to untic all the Knots of 
Humane Society, but with a defign 
to_ promote private mens Temporal 
Concerns: for when a man 180bliged 
by his Oath to declare whatever he 
knows of any particular matter of 
Fact, the ungodly and intereſted Ca- 
ſniſt_ will ſoon reſolve him upon the 
matter, that he may ſwear to the 
Caſe propos'd in ſome fence or other 
that may ſecure the Intereſt he 1s ei- 
ther in purſuit or poſleſſion of, which 

[D 1 


- 


A 


34 A Moral Diſcourſe of 

15 all that he cares for : But the Caſu- 
ijts bait, to draw him into this wic- 
kednels1s this, That he clears his Con- 
{ſcience hkewife by telling him, that 
What he does he may lawfully do, 
without any offence, though I doubt 
if cither the Caſ#iſt or his Pupil can 
be ſo invincibly 1gnorant as not to 
underſtand, that mn all proceedings 
of this kind there is ſtill a cheat put 
upon Man, and conſequently a fin 
coimmitted againſt God. But thus 
prevailing Intereſt puts a Veil before 
their Eyes, though I fear, not tothe 
quicting of a diſturb'd Conſcience, 
becauſe that part of man's Soul, if 
I may ſo ſpeak, commonly called 
Conſcience, 1s incorruptible, and not 
eahly blinded either whatever may 
be; our endeavours to ſtifle its re- 
morle. 
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ARTICLE XII. 


1. Why the Begging Popiſh Orders 
preach ſo often for Almſ-givine, 
2. And why ſome others handle (6 

' ſeldom this Subje®. 3. Why few 

write after they are got into prefer- 

ment. 


But what 1s an inducement to fin, 


- and ſometimes to the greateſt of 


Crimes , 1s often the occaſion and 
chiet cauſe of good and laudable 
actions : This I ſay, becauſe I have 
obſerved in Popiſh Countries, that 
the Preachers generally, eſpecially of 
the Begging Orders, employ all the 
force of Art and Eloquence, to ſhew 
the great Merit, as they ſpeak, of 
Almſ-giving. My deſign is not to 
blame them for ſerving thus the poor, 
bat only by the way, to give an ac- 
count of this odd Phenomene, viz. 
Why they inſiſt more frequently up- 
on this. Subject than the Holand 
Preachers, and thoſe of ſome other 
D 2 Coun- 
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Countries, ſince 'tis confeſs'd on all 
hands, that what is given to the poor 
tor God's ſake, if it be not meritori- 
Ous, as I bcheve it 18 not in the rt- 
gour, 1s at leaſta very ready means 
to procure from our heavenly Father 
a full remiſſion of our (ins. It is ea- 
fic to find out the Reaſon of this dif- 
ferent behaviour of the Begging Po- 
piſh Tribe from other Preachers, that 
cither are richer, or depend not fo 
much upon the publick Benevolence, 
becauſe the firſt know they are to . be 
the beſt ſharers themſelves 1n the 
Alms they exhort the peopie fo ear- 
neſtly to; and if the latter are not 
generally ſo zealous upon this Sub- 
ject, 'tis for ought I know upon this 
account, that their Example might 
reaſonably be expected by the people, 
which pcrhaps many of 'em are not 
willing to give, leaſt they ſhould 
have leſs te ſpend in Superfluinies, 
! muſt obſerve to you in this place a 
thing ſomewhat related to the Pre- 
mics, that though ſome teach, preach, 
and write, with all imaginable zeal, 
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in defence of the Religion they pro- 
fels, yet if we may judge of their 
deligns by their delicious and idle 
like after they have got into the long 
wilh'd for preferment, we have rea- 
ſon to doubt if this was not the chick 
thing they aim'd at. 


ARTIICLE XIV, 


1. The Popiſh Principles coin'd in the 
Mint of Interejt. 2. Purgatory how * 
advantageous ty Rome. 2. 4 ſhort 
account of the Virgin Mary of Lo- 
retto, 


44, ana IF, 


But to purſue my deſign ſomewhat 
amore particularly, I ſhall mind you 
of another ſelf-evident Truth, That 
the new Dodrincs of the Church of 
Rome have bcen all coin'd in the 
Mint of Intercit. For 1. The Pa- 
piſts conftderiny, that the Beliet of 
a Purgatory contribute: more than 
any thing cl{c to the increaſe of the 
Revenne of thcir Church , azreed 
together in the Conven:icle of [rent, 
1) 3 to 
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to make it an Article of Divine Faith, 
That the Roman Catholicks might be 
oblig'd ' for ever, to pay into the 
Church the Daily and Yearly Rent 
it produceth ; and that the ſimple Bi- 
gots might be the more encourag'd 
to redeem themſelves out of its 
flames with ready Mcney, their Do- 
"Tors do generally teach, That they 
are every whit as violent and ſcorch- 
ing as the fire of Hell it ſelf, with 
the difference only in their duration, 
which they allow to be longer or 
ſhorter, according to the greater or 
{maller Sum given to ſhorten the 
Soul's ſtay in Purgatory. I ſhould 
wonder then it Roman Catho- 
licks , being .once perſwaded, that 
there is ſuch a place as this 15, and 
that they may ſuffer there the horr1- 
bleſt torments imaginable ſeveral 
hundreds of years together, it they 
leave not to the Church a part of 
what they have, to redeem their 
Souls out of ſuch a Priſon as this 1s 
ſ1ppoſed to be : I ſhould wonder, I 
lay , if they payed not liberally in 
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this life, to caſe themſelves of the 
torments of the other, which they 
think the very Yerial, as they ſpeak, 
and lighteſt ſins expoſe them to. 
Upon ' this account I was not at all 
amaz'd, during my long Reſidence 
in , and Travels through Popiſh 
Countries, to ſee ſuch vatt Sums of 
Money payed daily and yearly into 
the Charch-Exchequer, and far lets 
to hear the Pricſts preach to the pec- 
ple, with ſo much true, or counter- 
teited zeal, the danger they were 1n 
to ſuffer in Purgatory, a fire to 
which all our fierceſt fires , being 
compared, are but painted ones, and 
flames in repreſentation only, and4 
that perhaps till the day of Judg- 
ment, unleſs they prudently t took 
care before their departure out of 
this world, - to lay down to them 
their Ranſom. 2. The Romiſh in- 
vocaticn of Saints 1s ſuch another 
piece of intereſted Contrivance : 
When a Saint 1s once Canoniz'd, it 
the Prieſts can but impole upon the 
credulous multitude a Miracle done 
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by or at his Image, they have done 
their buſineſs efftectually, the Con- 
vent 1s on a ſudden enrich'd by the 
daily concourſe of filly people with 
Prelents, for Maſles to be ſaid in the 
Honour of the Saint to their intenti- 
ons : Pilgrims flock thither in crowds, 
but never with empty hands, leſt the 
Prieſts ſhould not make them wel- 
come. *Tis well known what infi- 
nite Riches the Chappel of the Virgin 
Mary of Loretto, has already brought, 
and 1s as yet hke to bring to the 
Church of Rowe, by the groſs Con- 
trivance of a ſtrange Fable about its 
Tranſportation to the place where 
tis now ſupposd to be. The Story 
in ſhort, according to the very Ro- 
mih Authors, runs thus : It was firſt 
built in Nazareth, carried from thence 
into Dalmatia by an Angel, where, 
becaule it frvwod upon a piece of 
ltigious ground, Two Brothers, if 
| miſremember not, diſputing whoſe 
jt ſhould be, it was removed into a 
Wood in Italy, but the peoples De- 
votion being cilturb'd there, by the 
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Banditi, it was at laſt tranſported to 
the place, where it 15 now to remain 
till ſome other inconvemency hap- 
pening occaſion its Fourth remo- 
val. 


ARTICLE XV. 


I. The abuſe of Popiſh Indulgences. 
2. The Advantage accrewing to 
Prieſts from their pretended Power 
over Chriſt's Natural Body. 3. The 
Canonization of Saints a meer Con- 
trivance to enrich Rome. 


Indalgencesin their firſt inſtitution 
were nothing elſe but a renuſtion of 
Canonical Pains; that 1s, of Pains 
inflicted by the Canons of the Church, 
which, no doubt, had power like. 
wile to remit them : bat Covetoul- 
neſs ſoon ftreteh'd them farther, and 
to other cnds, and chicfly to the ga- 
thering of Moneys tor the uſe of the 
Pope and his Cardinals, who made 
the ignorant Mobile believe, that by 
faſting, praying in fome tet form, 
and 
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and particularly, by paying certain 
Sums appointed, according to every 
mans ability, they ſhould not only 
eaſe the Souls of the departed of 
their torments, but likewiſe deliver 
them out of Purgatory. This abuſe 
ingenuoully acknowledg'd by ſome 
Popiſh Authors, gave occaſion to a 
thorow Reformation, firſt in Ger- 
many, and afterwards in moſt parts 
of Europe. But nothing ſtirr'd up 
more the deluded Chriſtian Princes, 
to enrich the Popiſh Clergy , than 
their being wrought into the belief 
of the Prieſts pretended Power over 


\ Chriſts Natural Body; which, if true, 
would ſeem to imply likewiſe an ab- 


ſolute Power over his Political Bo- 
dy ; thatis, over all the Members of 
the Catholick Church. At leaſt, it 
1s certain the Romriſh Prieſts look up- 
on. the frſt as an Article of Divine 
F:ith,fince they hold Tranſubſtantiation 


, to be one : and I may ſafely ſay they 


pretend likewiſe to the latter, exalt- 
ing themjelves above all that is called 
God. But not to alarm too much the 
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world with their ambitions Projects, 
they allow the Pope to be Soveraign 
in ſpiritual things only, not in tem- 
poral concerns. This famous diſtin- 
con, narrowly look'd into, 1s frivo. 
lous, and chiefly invented to de- 
ceive the unwary, there being ſuch 
a connedtion between the ſpiritual 
and the temporal, that whoſoever 
is ſuppoſed io be Maſter of the for- 
mer, may diſpoſe of the latter at his 
pleaſure, as whoever Lords over my 
Soul, may inflnence as he pleaſes my 
body, becauſe the motions of the 
one depend much upon the free or 
neceſſary determinations of the 0- 
ther. However, to return to what I 
firſt hinted at, the pretended Power 
of Prieſts over Chriſt's Body , has 
been one of the Chict Cauſes , and 
the Criginal Prop of the now Popiſh 
Grandeur : For no wonder, it the 
Laicks are real Slaves to ſuch as they 
look upon as the Makers, and abſo.- : 
late Maſters, 1n a manner, of Chrifſts 
Body, fince they can multiply it, 
they ſay, as often as they conſecrate 
Bread 
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Bread and Wine. Their Churchmen 
owe to this afſum'd Power the infinite 
Treaſures of Gold and Silver they 
are poſleſs'd of, there being few 
Churches 1n any conſiderable City , 
but which are richly furniſh'd with 
golden Melchiſedecks, as they call 
them in Flanders, or Suns, as they 
ſpeak in Fraxce, to lodge the Conſe- 
crated Water in, beſides Altars of 
Maſly Gold and Silver, Golden Caps 
of all ſorts, and other precious Or- 
naments belonging to the Workman- 
{hip of their own hands, Chriſt's Bo- 
dy, by an imaginary, that 1s, anin- 
viltble Miracle, tran ubſjtantiated. The 
Canonization of their Saints 1s like- 
wiſe a groſs Contrivance, to' enrich 
that part of the Ro1ih Church which 
reſides at Rome: Without Money, 
and a great deal too , there 1s no 
hopcs of ever being can9iz'4 there, 
the Expence amounting, at leaſt, to 
fifty or threelſcore thouſand Crowns, 
payed commonly either by ſome Po- 
pilh Prince, or by the Religious Or- 
ders whom thc Caroniz'd Saint, when 
alive, 
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alive, bclong'd to; which gave oc- 
calion to a Jeſuir, of my acquain- 
tance, in France, to ſay, That he 
defired no more Canomz'd Saints in 
his Order, leaſt it ſhould be ruin'd 
by the extravagant Expences of their 
Canonization. 


ARTIICLE. XVI. 


1. The Worſhip of the Dead uſeful to the 
Living. 2. Popiſh Proceſſuons. 3. Why 
Debates about the true Relick of a 
Saint are never determined in the Po- 


piſh Comntries, _ 


This minds me of ſome other pi- 
ous Frauds of great benefit, to moſt 
Roman Catkolick Cities : Among theſe 
I need only wention the Religions 
Worlhip of the iDead, though there 
be no Revelation of their being in 
Heaven. A City becomes ſoon rich 
encugh to be envied, if it can but 
be polle(s'd of the Body of a Repu- 
ted Saint or Vartyr: Fer then the 
people repair from all parts to his 
Shrine, 
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Shrine, to 1mplore God's afliſtance by 
his Merits, as they ſpeak, or Media- 
tion, to the great advantage of the 
Citizens, who are more enrich'd by 
the Money Strangers ſpend with 
them, both upon Neceflaries and Su- 
perfluities, than the Saint is honour'd 
either by their Prayers directed to | 
him, or by the frequent Maſſes |} 
ſaid at certain rates in his Honour. 
To allure the greater Crowds to this 
Religious kind of Fair, they make, 
at appointed times of the Year, fo- 
lemn Procefſions, with all imaginable 
Pomp and Magnificence , omitting 
nothing of Show and Pageantry that 
can contribute to the contenting of 
Peoples Curioſity, and encreafing the 
mnity of the Day, which begun 
with Superſtitious and Pagan-like De- 
votions, ends at laſt in Debauchery, 
Feaſtings, and all other Recreations 
both lawful and unlawful. The Vi- 
Qualling and Publick-Houſes are 
ſure to be provided abundantly with 
all Neceſlaries upon ſuch occaſions, as 
gaining then more ſometimes in a few 
days, 
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days, than they do during the great- 
eſt part of the Year, by their ordi- 
nary and daily trading. And this is 
the Reaſon why, 1t there ariſe any 
Debate about the true Relick of a 
Saint, as there 1s about St. John Bap- 
tiſt's Head to be found in Two dit- 
ferent Cities in Exrope : It can never 
be compoſed , becauſe one of the 
contending Parties muſt be at a loſs 
by a final deciſion of the bufineſs : 
So that every City ſtands up as ſtifly 
in the Vindication of the Relick the 
Citizens are 1n poſſeflion of, as if it 
were, asreally it 1s, in ts yearly pro- 
du&t, a good part of their Eſtates. 


ARTICLE XVI. 

1. What ſort of Images moſt in Eſteem 
in the Church of Rome. 2. The 
Proofs of a Miracle aone by a Po- 
piſh Image, or Statue. 3. The Hi- 
ftory of the Holy Vial, cemmenl 
J J 

called La Sainte ampoulle. 


'Tis upon the fame account that 
Images, not miraculous, are cf little 
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or no value in the Romiſh Convents, 
becauſe they are looked upon but as 
barren Ornaments, that ſerve only 
to adorn their Walls, and not to 
feed their dainty Palates : But their 
deſign'd work 1s done, if they can 
but once perſwade the people, that 
ſome have been deliver'd from dan- 
gerous Diſtempers , by praying to 
the Saint before his Image or Sta- 
tue, which they never fail to take 
evidence of by engaging the Man or 
the Woman upon whom the pretend- 
ed Miracle is wreught, to hang upin 
the Church or Chappel, ad perpetuarr 
rei memorian, mn remembrance for 
ever of the wonder, the figure of 
that part of the Body, which 1s ſaid 
to be cured, either in Gold or Silver, 
or in Wax at leaſt, in caſe the con- 
cern'd party cannot be at greater Ex- 
pences: Now this Ceremony 1s al- 
ways attended with great Liberali- 
ties to the good Fathers, who do of- 
ten Jaugh heartily in their Long 
Sleeves, at the ſimplicity of the cre- 


dulous multitude, ſo eaſily decoy'd 
; into 
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into the belief of whatever they 
pleaſe to impoſe upon them. Such 
another,kind of pivots Fraud 1s the 
Holy Oyl, or rather Vial, La Sainte 
ampoulle, which I have ſeen in the 
Church of St. Remigivs of Reims, in 
Champagne : It was brought from 
Heaven by a Pigcon, to anoint the 
firſt Chriſtian King of France, the 
Oyl being 1n a congcal'd-like form, 
and made uſe of in the Coronation 
of the French Kings, without any 
real, it you believe the Common 
People , or at leaſt, without any 
{cn{ible diminution of 1ts Subſtance, 
becauſe of the little quantity they 
take of 1t, to mix with other Oyls, 
in Oracr to the anointing of a new 
Kmg : Is it not (irange, that ſuch a 
groſs and groundlcts Fable as this 1s, 
{hould paſs fo current and uncontro- 
verted amons fcnlible men, that the 
Citizens of Reims have created des 
Chevaliers de la Sainte ampoulle | 
Knights of the Holy Vaal to be its 
Angel-Guardians , leſt any body 
ſhould rob them of it: Yet Iam of 
FE, Opi- 
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Opinion, leſt 1 ſhould think them 
down-right Fools, that their Zeal 
for its preſervation is not ſo much 
grounded upon their belief of the 
Truth of the thing, becauſe I can 
by no means believe 'em fo filly and 
ſenſeleſs, as upon the great advanta- 
ges they get weekly and yearly by 
keeping 1t within their own Walls, 
firſt from all ſorts of Strangers going 
thither very thick, to ſee what fort 
of Oyl is made in Heaven : ſecondly, 
from the King and the whole Court, 
during their ſtay there, both before 
and atter the Coronation 1s over. 


ARTICLE XVIIL 
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1. Rome's Politicks. 2. The Fond of ' 
the Apoſtolick Chamber. 3. Thelate | 


Pope's Zeal. 


No City in the World has greater 
Politick Fetches for Intereſt ſake 
than Rome it (elf, as I have already 
intimated in another place : So that 
- if ſhe isnot Miſtreſs of the World, as 
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formerly ſhe was, by the force of 
Arms, ſhe {till maintains her Sove- 
raign Dominion by her Spiritual 
Tricks, not eaſily ſuſpected” by ſuch 
as being in love with implicite Faith, 
ſubmit blindly their Necks to her 
Yoke, 


Roma Caput mnundi quicquid non poſ- 
frdet armis. 
Religione tenet. 


Though ſhe has loſt the Peter's 
Pence , and many other Caſualties 
that enrich'd her of Old, neverthe- 
le(s 'tis incredible what vaſt ſums of 
Money ſhe draws out of all parts of 
Europe, upon pretended Religious 
Accounts. The Amrnates, as the 
French call them, and the Firſt Fruits 
of every inferiour Benefice, as well 
as of the greater ones, bring Yearly 
vaſt Treaſures into the Romiſh Ex- 
chequer. The ' Policſhion taken of 
all Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, of any 
valuable Revenue, 1s confirm'd by 
the Pope's Patents : But this Confir- 

® E 2 mation 
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mation 1s never granted gratis , the 
Price thereot being ſent to the Apo- 
ſtolick Chamber, or to be payed to 
the Pope's immediate Officers upon 
the place. The Rate of what 1s 
called Pallinmw Archiepiſcopale , the 

Archbiſhop's Cloak, 1s always Four 
Thouſand Crowns at leaſt 5 which 
muſt necds amount to a vaſt deal of 
Money, | if we conſider the great 
number of Popiſh Archbiſhops in Ex- 
rope alone: To ſay nothing neither 
of trequent Diſpenſations of Age, of 
Nearne(s in Blood, of Irregularities 
to qualiie a Woman or a Man for 
Varriage, or Prieſthood 3 nor of dai- 
ly Appeals to the Pope from all parts 
' of Europe, always dearly payed for, 
though with ſome regird to cvery 
man's private ability 3 The Popes ve- 
ry Zeal tor the propagation of the 
Popiſh Religion, 1$,not ſo much dil- 
intereſted, as thoſe who ſee no fur- 
ther than the out-fide of things, may 
perhaps fancy. Immocent the Ele- 
venth was deſervedly commended 
tor lending the Empgrorr, and the 
King 
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' Kingof Poland Money towards a vi- 
} gorous proſecution of the War a- 
| gainſt the Tirks : But this was lend- 
{ 1ng of Money to good uſe, ſince the 
Z New Conquelts of Hungary, and 0- 
Z ther Neighbour Countrics, may prove 
* in time as beneficial to Rozrce, as to 
=” the Emperour himſelf, conſidering 
* the great and uſurp'd power of the 
{ Pope over ſuch people as have not 
 maintaind from time to time their 

{  Priviledges, 1n oppoſition to the 1n- 
2 Juſt encroachments of Pric{ily Cove- 
7 trouſnels. 


ARTICLE XIX. 

[, The Pope Chriſt's pretended Vicar- 
General, 2, His deſign in aſſunting 
this Title, diſcovered. 43. Exceptions 
in Plenary Indulgences and Jubilces. 


| Three things more, beſides many 
5 others that would be tos tedious to 
mention here, contribute not a httle 
+ to the maintaining and enriching of 
| the Citycf Rowe: TheRcolidence of 
Forreign Ambatladours, of the Heads 
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of Religious Orders, and now more 
frequent Jubilees than formerly were 
uſed to be. One of the chief Uſur- 
pations of the Popes of Rome, was 
that of the. Quality of Chriſt's Vicar- 
General upon Earth, not to mention 
the Title of QOniverſal Biſhop they 
likewiſe laid claim ro: But ſurely 
they could not be convinc'd in their 
Judgment, that either of theſe Ti- 
tles did really belong to the Biſhop 
of Rome; becauſe the firſt 1s neither 
grounded upon Reaſon, Scripture, 
nor upon Tradition it ſelf; and the 
latter wonld imply the Biſhop of that 
Sce to be the only Biſhop in the 
World, or that none are Biſhops bur 
by derivation of their Power and 
Dignity from the Pope, which 1s 
manifeſtly falſe. . Allowing then the 
Popes to have been men of Sence, as 
undoubtedly they were, "they had 
certainly ſome other fetch than meer 
Ambition, in pretending to ſuch 
high and groundleſs Titles : and this 
was nothing elſe but the encreaſe of 
their Treatures by the great Con- 
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courſe, upon this account , of For- 
reign Ambaſladours from all Chriſti- 
an Princes to Rome: To whom they 
have allowed ſuch large Franchiſes, 
that they are become almoſt Maſters 
of that great City, to the impairing 
indeed of the Popes Juriſdiction, but * 
tothe advantageand enriching of the 
Citizens, becauſe of the vaſt Expen- 
ces of thoſe Forreigners among them, 
whereby they are the better enabled 
to pay the Pope's Taxes. The reſi- 
ding hkewiſc of the Generals of moſt 
Rehgions Orders at Rome, does not 
a little encreaſe his Holineſs's Reve- 
nue : For though ſome of them live 
in other Kingdoms, yet the moſt con- 
ſiderable make their abode there ; 
and the General Congregations, or 
Synods of the Regular Clergy, lit 
commonly upon occaſion in this City, 
whither every Province ſends Depu- 
ties, or Procurators, from other King- 
doms, to debate and decide Matters 
of Concern 3 which muſt needs 
bring great Treaſures to that City, 
each Religious Envoy being allowed 

E 4 Fit- 
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Fifty or Threeſcore Pound for the 
Expenge of his Journey , beſides 
what he mult ſpend during his ſtay 
in Roxre, It 1s hkewiſe obſervable, 4 
that whatever Power 1s given to 
Prieſts in Full, Plenary, General In- 
dulgences and Jubilees, to diſpenſe | 
with reſerved Caſes, the Vows made 
by Votaries to viſit Saint Peter's 
Church in Rome, are always craftily 
excepted, and reſervd to the Pope 
alone, that the deladed Romaniſts .* 
may be {till oblig'd to come, and {!? 
{pend their Money there : But leaſt © 
the deſign of Intereſt ſhould be dif- 
covered by the ſuſpicious multitude, 
the Pope never fails to except at the 
ſime time the Vows or Promiſes 
made by the bigotted Papiſts to go 
Pilgrims to Saint? Fames Chappel in 
Copoſtella, But 1 have faid nothing 
yct of the Famous Year of the great 
Jubilee, a preity Contrivance to 
bring :n all the Waters of Emnrope to 
the Roxran Valls. It was celebrated 
at {irit bur every Hunlred Year, and 
aticrwards every Fiity Ycar, but 
now 
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now every Five and Twenty 3 and 
perhaps the Popes will ſome day ſhor- 
ten this time too, that they may the 
oftner drain the Pockets of the Chri- 
ſtians by this ſpiritual and plauſible 
Trick, it being not only a bait for 
the bigotted fort of Ryman Catho- 
licks, but likewiſe for curious Prote- 
ſtants, flocking upon ſuch occaſions 
in great Numbers to Roxre, to ſee the 
pompous Superſtitions of the Row1ſh 
Church ar the very Spring-head. 


ARTICLE XX. 


I. A good Advice to Clients. 2. A 
Scotch Lawyers Anſwer to one of his 
Clients. 3. The late Dake of Laut- 
derdale's Anſiver to the Right Ho- 
zotrable Earl of Rocheſter. 


But let us leave the Court of Roxze 
to conſider a liztle how Intereſt plays 
its part at the Bar, and in Courts of 
Juſtice, I ſhall begin witch an Advice 
to Chents, not unhke to that which 
I gavein the Diſcourſe of Wt to Pati- 
ents, 


58 A Moral Diſcourſe of 


ents, not to truſt too much either to 
the undoubted Jaſtice of their Caſe, 
or to the great Skill of their Lawyers : 
For grant they are men both of an 
extraordinary Reach and of a very 
good Conſcience too 3 yet 'tis not in 
their power*o move briskly, and to 
the purpoſe about your buſineſs, un- 
leſs firſt mov'd by large Fees, either 
ready payed, or in proſpe&t; which 
15 not ſo much to be aſcrib'd to their 
Natural Covetouſneſs, as to the very 
Nature of Mankind : for ſince we 
generally ſerve God chiefly in hopes 
of the Reward, though infinitely 
beyond our real merits, as I have ſaid 
before, it 1s not to be expected that 
we {hould behave our ſelves other- 
wile towards men, than upon the 
account of proportionable Returns 
for the Services done 'em. This puts 
me in mimd of what a Scotch Lawyer 
1s reported to have ſaid to one of his 
Clients, who had delivered up to 
him. the Papers relating to his Affairs: 
The Client calling ſome days after to 
know how his Caſe ſtood, and what 

' hopes 
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hopes he had of gaining his Cauſe, 

the Lawyer told him, he could not 

read his Papers, though written in a 

very fair hand: The Chent under- 

ſtanding his meaning, preſented him 

immediately with Five Broad Peices 

of Gold, Twoof which the Lawyer 

putting between his Eyes, and the 
Scrowls told him at the ſame time 
he had recover'd his Sight again, and 
both could and would peruſe his Pa- 
pers to the beſt advantage, with the 
help of ſuch Spectacles. But , for 
ought I know of the matter, this ſo- 
11d Metal blinded him, and darkn'd 
rather than clear'd his Underſtand- 
ing: in caſe he knew the Cauſe he 
was to undertake to be unjuſt, or not 
to be gain'd but by ſome Trick or 0- 
ther, eaſily found out by experienc'd 
Lawyers, if ſufficiently encourag'd 
by their Chents. I mult give you in 
this place, fince it makes for my pur- 
poſe, a not unpleaſant paſſage be- 
tween the late Duke of Landerdale, 
and the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Rocheſter, as Iheard it related by the 
lat- 
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latter to the Honourable Robert Boyle, 
A Scotch Gentleman having intreated 
the tarl of Rorheſter to ſpeak to the 
Dake of Lauderdale upon the account 
of a buſineſs that ſeem'd to be ſup. 
ported by a clear and undoubted 
Right 5 his Lordſhip, very obliging- 
ly, promis'd to do his utmoſt Endca- 
vours to engage the Duke to ſtand his 
Friend in a Concern ſo juſt and fo 
reaſonable as his wasz and accord- 
ingly having conferr'd with his Grace 
about the matter, the Duke made 
him this very odd return, That 
though he queſtion'd not the Right 
of the Gentleman he recommended 
to him, yet he could not promiſe 
him an helping hand, and far les 
ſncceſ; in his buſline(s, if he knew not 
firir the ran, whom perhaps his 
Lordihip had ſome Reaſon to con- 
cca! z becauſe, {aid he to the Earl, If 
your Lordhip were as well acquainted 
wit the Cuitoz:5 of Scotland as I am, 
you had undoubtedly kaown this among 
orhers : Show mc the Man, and I fhall 
ſhow you the Laws, giving him to un- 

derſtand, 
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derſtand, that the Law in Scotland 
could protect no man, it either his 
Purſe were empty, or his Adverſa- 
ries great men, or ſupported by 
great ones. Eut may not 1 beallow- 
cd to ſay, That this 1s not only the 
Cuſtom of Scotland, but of England 
likewiſe, and of all other Nations of 
the World, men bcing, asto the pur- 
ſuit of their own Intercit, much of 
the ſame Temper every where. 


ARTICLE XXL 


i. Judges ſometimes eaſily gaim4. 
2. The diſpenſing Power why agreed 
to in the late Reign. 2. A fhort ac- 
count of a Popiſh Conncil held at E- 
denburg 2 chiring ihe ſtay of the 
Drcke of York there. 


But you muſt not gather from the 
Premiſes, That Judges likewiſe be- 
ing generally corrupted, decide mat- 
ters according to the Dictates of their 
own Intereſt, becauſe whoever 1s in 
the wrong, they are commonly in 
the 
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the right, as being not obligd to 
judge according to the real, but on- 
ly apparent merits of the Cauſe, and 
according to the Evidences brought 
in before them 3 yet becauſe their 
Verdict is cf great weight with the 
Jury, if they are either brib'd, or 
corrupted by enjoyed or promiſed 
preferments, they very often turn 
the Scales, either by diſguiſing the 
Truth, or by over-awing ſuch as 
offer to ſtand up in oppoſition to 
their injuſt Deciſions. We have 
ſeen ſome Examples of this kind in 
the late Reign, when the Diſpenſing 
Power, without conſent of Parha- 
ment, was crycd up, the Judges ha- 
ving cither really chang'd their for- 
mer Opinions, or acting 1n that jun- 
&ure of Affairs, quite contrary to 
their real Sentiuments, but yet ac- 
cording to their then Intereſt, be- 
cauſe one would think they could 
not but know, that the Diſpenſing 
Power was either a Popiſo or a French 
Contrivance, to introduce among us 
firſt Arbitrary Power, and then Po- 
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pery , by annulling, or which is all 
one, by diſpenſing for ever with the 
Fundamental Laws of the Nation, 
or at leaſt with thoſe Laws that 
were chiefly intended to put a ſtop 
to the growth of Popery and Arbitra- 
ry Power. I ſhall fet down 1n this 
place a famous Inſtance that I am pe- 
culiarly acquainted with , &* cnjus 
pars magna fui, to ſhew how far 
mens Conſciences do ſometimes com- 
ply with their fancied or real advan- 
tages. When the Dake of Tork was 
High Commiſlioner for King Charles 
the Second, in the Kingdom of Scot- 
land, there was held, by his Orders, ' 
tm Holyrood- Houſe at Edenburgh, a 
Council of Secular Prieſts and Jeſu- 
its, to contult together, whether the 
Duke could lawtully, and in good 
Conſcience , (it as High Commiſſi- 
oner 1n Parliament : The Caſe was 
clear , and could admit of no Diſ- 
pute, according to the Principles of 
his Religion, becauſe he was to con- 
firm as the King's Chiet Miniſter 
there, ſuch toregoing Acts of Parha- 
ment 
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ment as had eſtabliſh'd the Reforma- 
tion, and condemn'd the Popiſh Su- 
perſ{tirions. Now this being a thing 
held cvil of its ſelf by Rowan Catho- 
licks, and intrinfecally, walum per ſe, 
and not mcerly upon the account of 


its being forbidden, by any Superiour. 


or Written Law, it was 1n no caſe 
lawful for him to co-operate to it, 
either directly or indirectly , cither 
asa principal Agent, or only inſtru- 
mentally, and as a meer Subſtitute: 
Ye: the Godly Fathers afting in this 
Juncture, in contradiction to their 
own conteſs'd Principles, concluded, 
after fome inconſiderable Debate 
about the matter , That the Duke 
might lawfully, and im good Con- 
ſcience fit in Parhameont, touch with 
the Scepter ; that 1s, approve of, and 
ratific what both he and*they called, 
and thought down right Hereſte. $0 
powerful 1s the influence of Intereſt 
over ſomez' yea, molt mens Conſci- 
ences, That 1t cither alters their 
Judgment, or forceth them irreli{tibly 
to act contrary to ther (etticd Opint- 
ONS. A R- 
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ARTICLE XXIL 


1. The Chief Reaſon why Proteſtants 
turn Papiſts. 2. The ſtrongeſt Po- 
piſh Arguments from Intereſt. 3. The 
Converſion of Learned Roman Catho- 
licks to Proteſtancy, undoubtedly ſin- 


cere, and why. 


For what other rational account 
can we give of ſuch as turn from the 
Proteſtant Religion to the Roman Ca- 
tholick Saperſtitions, than that they 
can hardly reſiſt the great encou- 
ragements they meet with from the 
Papiſts: For if a Proteſtant be not 
well vers'd in his own princaple, and 
able to confute the Popiſh Errours, a 
not -extraordinary Preferment , a 
Sum of Money, the Favour of a 
Prince either hopd for, or enjoyed, 
will prove convincing Arguments to 
him, of the Truth of Popery, and of 
the falſhood of the Proteſtant Do- 
&rine. The Popiſh Prieſts in King 
James's Reign, obſerving how 1m-- 

pollible 
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poſiible *twas to make the people be- 
lieve the being of an Infallible Viſt- 
ble Judge of Controverſies in the 
Church, ſince no ſuch thing 1s coun- 
renanc'd either by the Scriptures, or 
by General Councils 3 as likewiſe that 
they could not work them into the 
belicf of the ſtrange Myſtery of 
Tranſubſtantiation, deſtroying the ve- 
ry Foundation of all Humane Cer- 
titude, the Teſtimony of our Sences, 
and conſequently the Fundamental 
Proofs of Chriſt's Paſſion , Death , 
Reſurre&ion , Aſcenſion, yea, and 
of his being real Fleſh and Blood, if 
the conſtant Teſtimony of Seeing, 
Feeling, Touching, Taſting, deceive 
us, as the Papiſts tell us they do in 
the Confecrated Bread and Wane : 
The Pneſts, I ſay, having learned by 
Experience, how blunt their Argu- 
ments were againſt underſtanding 
Proteſtants, betook themſelves to the 
only method! they could hope ſuc- 
cels [rom 3 viz, to the propoling of 
great Rewards from King James up- 
on the firſt occaſton, and trom both 

King 
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King and Pope, by the Mediation of 
his Nuncio then reſiding 1n Londor, 
in caſe they had to do with Church- 
men : And 'twas generally obſerv'd, 
that ſuch as went that way to work, 
were more ſucceſ>tul than thoſe who 
undertook to argue ' the cafe with 
their Adverſaries, becauſe their Ar- 
guments being generally meer $9- 
phiſms, laid always open the Weak- 
neſs of the Arguer as well as of the 
Argument. But many more yeilded 
to the ſtronger Reatons from Intereſt, 
Worldly Grandeur, and ftich other 
advantages as the Churchmen of 
Rome are usd to propoſe to hook 
men into the boſome of thar Church. 
And indeed I often wonder how it 
comes to paſs, that they make ſo 
few voluntary Converts, fince they 
propoſe ſo great advantages te ſuch 
as come over to them, upon whar 
account ſotver. But on the 06- 
ther hand, it I knew not by my 
own Experience, the almoſt irreſiſt;- 
ble impreſſion of Divine Grace, and 
the great force of the diſcovered 
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Truth, 1 ſhould far more wonder, 
that a Roman Catholick could ever re- 
ſolve to turn Proteſtant, becauſe new 
Converts are generally either coldly 
receiv'd by Proteſtants, or ſeemingly 
miltraſted by ſuch as having nothing 
but the out-f1de of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, are diſpoſed to think others 
as great Hypocrites as they know 
themſelves to be : So that if an un- 
derſtanding and learned Roman Ca- 
tholick turn from Popery to Proteſtan- 
cy, his Converſion to be ſure 1s (in- 
cere, becauſe he 1s not allured to our 
ſide by any Temporal Advantages to 
be expetted from us, who commonly 
take 1o little notice of new Con- 
verts, that we let them often want 
Neceſlaries, it they cannot do for 
themſelves: But it a knowing Prote- 
ſtant ſarrenders himſelf to the weak 
Popiſh Arguments, I queſtion not in 
the leaſt but that he has ſome confj- 
deravle Intereſt m proſpe&t : For 
why ſhould we think that a man 
would pull out his Eyes, lay afide 
the uſe of his Reaſon, ſubmit to an 
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implicite Faith, and turn a Fool for 
juſt nothing. 


ARTICLE XXIIL 


1. The mean, and irregular Condudt of 
ſome Perſons of ality. 2. The 
Deſien of their Intimacy with ſome 
Men. 3. The Ingratitude of Tradeſ- 


men, 


To ſay no more of this matter, 
though a great deal more might be 
ſaid of it, let us conſider in this place 
another kind of Irrcegularity occaſi- 
on'd in ſome Nations, and particu- 
larly in this very Kingdom we live in, 
by the influence of Riches, and Mo- 
ney, upon ſome mens minds , who 
by reaſon of the great Fortunes they 
are born to, ſhould have the leſs va- 
lae for what they poſle(s ſo much of, 
or at leaſt ſhould not behave them- 
ſelves ſo meanly as to make their E- 
quals, and familiar Companions, ſuch 
as have no other thing to recommend 
themſelves to the World, but what 
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they have got by very injuſt and 
thameftul means, as Dicing, Carding, 
Cheating, Swearing, to ſay nothing 
worſe, 1t worſe can be ſaid : Do 
they not give us juſt grounds to think 
they* keep ſuch Men Company, in 
hopes of getting from them the ill 
gaid Penny by the ſame methods it 
was at firſt got? For what other end 
can they propoſe to themſelves in 
courting them, in a manner, at the 
rate they uſually do? They cannot, 
{ure, be in love with their Ingenut- 
ty, unlcts we reckon Swearing, Cur- 
ſing, Damning, Sinking, &c. pieces 
of real Wit : They can pretenil no 
kindnels to them neither upon the 
account of their civil and obliging 
bchaviour, fince there 1s no rudenels 
but fuch men are commonly guilty 
of, nor upon the account of their 
Noble Extraction , becauſe having 
£cnerally ſprung out of the loweſt 
Tribe of Mankind , without either 
Friend or Allie better than them- 
ſelves, They buoy themſelves up in- 
ro the world by an inexhauſted m 
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of Impudence, which they ſhould ra- 
ther be undervalued than eſteem'd 
for. They muſt then be fond of 
converſing with ſuch Men fo often, 
and fo familiarly upon ſome other 
accounts, as either becauſe they are 
able to pay largely their ſhare in pub- 
lick Entertainments, to the leflening 
of the charges of the Company, or in 
order to bring them.back to their 
firſt low-condition/again, by gain- 
ing from them what they before had 
ſharp'd from others; and when this 
is done his Lord(hip knows no more 
his Old Friend, and inſeparable Com- 
panion in Gaming, Feaſting, Drink- 
ing, &c. whom a little betore he was 
wont to ſalute, kiſs and hug in eve- 
ry corner, as his Boſome-Friend and 
Equal : but now the caſe being al- 
tered, he becomes on a ſudden, hke 
moſt men upon ſach occaſions, not 
much fond of the Company they 
can get no more by. The Lawyers, 
Phyticians, and generally all Tradeſ- 
men behave themſelves much after 
the ſame manner, for thar own ends, 
F 4 al 
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all attending , courting, and omit- 
ting no kind of reſpect towards ſuch 
as they hope to draw in to be their 
Cuſtomers : Yea, the proudeſt Dea- 
ler knows how to bow, cringe and 
flatter, if by this ſmooth way, ſo 
contrary to his unhewed Temper, he 
hopes to hook you into an unreaſon- 
able price tor his Goods, glorying at 
the ſame time, and boaſting of his 
Wit, or rather Wickednelſs, to make 
perhaps an Hundred Pound at the 
Years end of every Fool's Penny : 
For ſome ſilly Tradeſmen take ſome- 
times the liberty to lend this Chara- 
Cer to ſuch as thinking them honeſt 
men, truſt to their Words, or pay 
them ſmall Sums , without taking 
their Receipts z wherein they are not 
ſo much in the wrong as one would 
imagine at firſt : for conſidering their 
daily knaviſh and deceitful proceed- 
ings with honeſt anc! well-meaning 
men, 'tis the height of Folly to deal 
with them, but upon a {uppolition of 
their being all, what ſome of 'em re- 
ally are, down right Knaves, what- 
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ever may be their pretences to, and 
reiterated Proteſtations of Honelty, 
Sincerity and fair Dealings with all 
Mankind. 


ARTICLE XXIV. 
I. The Fealouſie of Men of the ſame 


Employment inſtanc'd in Conrtiers. 
2. The unhappy Condition of Kings. 


3. Intereſt prevailing every where. 


To purſue the Scope of this Trea- 
tiſe 1n ſome other particulars, tis an 
old Saying and a true one, Figulus 
fignlum, &c. That generally men of 
the ſame Proteſltion hate one ano- 
ther : This has been obſerv*d trom all 
times, and among all ſorts of men, 
but more efpecially among Stateſ(- 
men, Tradeſmen, Lawyers, &c. How 
intimate ſoever men may be before 
they become Courtiers, they are no 
ſooner ſet up together at Court, bur 
po ſeizing upon their hearts , 

indles a Flame that nothing can ex- 
tinguiſh but the Ruine of their : el- 
ow 
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low Courtier , whom nevertheleſs 
they reccive aud complement after 
the moſt obliging manner 1n the 
World, upon alvccalions, while at 
the ſame time they endeavour to un- 
derimine him, by the advice of ſuch 
as they dare diicoyer their ambitious 
Projects toz and if ſucceeding in 
| the (ceret Ambuſhes they have laid, 
they overthrow their Enemy , by 
rendering him obnoxious to the 
Prince's Wrath , or the Common- 
wealth's Indignation ; their next ſtep 
15 to get into his Employment Civil 
or Military, if perhaps he was in a 
better poſt than themſelves, What 
troubleſome and factious Intrigues 
all Courts are embroyl'd in, 'tis too 
well known to be particularly taken 
notice of in this place, as it 1t were 
hard to guels at the true Cauſe, an1 
ſecret Spring of the Plotiings of great 
Men mm Places of Trult and Autho- 
rity one againſt another. But there 
is one thing not ſo obvious to every 
common Underſtanding , that gives 
occaſion to the uncalinels of moſt 


Conr- 
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Courtiersz and it is this, That very 
often Men unfit for buſineſs, to ſay 
nothing worſe, are ſet over their 
Heads, becauſe they have been able 
ro preſent largely tome body or 0- 
thcr, who upon this encouragement 
repreſented them to the Soveraign as 
Men of great Worth and Integrity, 
and fir to ſerve him in any Employ- 
ment whatſoever: But the pity 1s, 
that Kings mult of neceſlity ſee with 
other Mens Eycs, clſe they weuld 
often diſcover, that their ſincereſt 
Friends are commonly no partakers 
of their private Favours, either be- 
cauſe they have not wherewithal to 
buy Places of Profit and Honour, as 
others leſs deſerving do, or becauſe 
they are miſrepreſented to their So- 
veraigns, as it they ought to be a- 
fraid of them, as their Enemies. But 
'tis 1n vain to complain of this, and 
other Abuſcs of this kind to be met 
with in all Courts, and at all times : 
for let Princes take what meaſures 
they pleaſe, to give every one his 
duc , prevailing Intereſt both in 
Church 
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Church and State, will ſtill get more 
than real Merit. It is likewiſe more 
regarded than it ſhould be1n moſt 
Courts of Juſtice, to the great op- 
preſſion of the poorer ſort, and of 
ſuch as cannot go on with their buſi- 
nels by the ordinary methods of 
Law, for want of Money : for grant 
the Judges to act never ſo juſtly, or 
at leaſt, which 1s all that 1s required 
of them, Secundum allegata, & pro- 
bata, according to the Depoſitions 
and Proofs propoſed in the Caſe de- 
bated; yet the ſubtle Lawyers, un- 
leſs very conſcientious, upon the pro- 
ſpect of a great Reward, know how 
to {tretch the cleareſt Deciſions of 
the Law, in favour of their Rich 
Clients, to the, very deceiving of 
the ableſt Judges. If Interelt pre- 
vail with them, it has no leſs power 


over all the other Tribes of Man- _ 


kind : What Quarrels, Diviſions 
and Heats does it not daily occaſi- 
on among all ſorts of Tradeſmen , 
their whole buſineſs generally being 
not ſo much to out-do, as to an-do 


one 
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one another ; as tis ikewiſe obſerved 
to be practisd by ſome Phyſicians, | 
who finding always fault dirfly or 
indireftly, with whatever they have | 
not preſcrib'd themſelves, offer mo- 
deſtly their Service to the Patient, 
eſpecially if Rich, with a Quack-like 
promiſe of a ſure, cafie, ſpeedy and 
infallible Cure : 


Auditum admiſſu riſum teneatis a- 
mici, 

Quid tanto dignum dabit hic promiſ- 
ſor hiatu ? 


ARTICL Ip XXV. 


1. The true Cauſe of the Popiſh Fury , 
againſt Proteſtants. 2. A ſhort ac- 
count of the Popiſh Hierarchy. 3.1Why 
the Council of Trent oppos'd a tho- 
rough Reformation. 


EE 1 A > 1 OG eo —O 6 ut 


1 have been ſometimes concern'd 
to know the true Cauſe of the Fu- 
ry of Roman Catholicks againſt ſuch 
as are not of their own Religion, 
and 
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and more eſpecially againſt Prote- 
ſtants: I was at firlt of Opinion it 
was a meer 7cal, like that of the A- 
poſtles , who would have conſum'd 
the Samaritans to alhes, for not ad- 
mitting our Saviour into ther City : 
I concluded then ſometimes with my 
{clt, that thar fooliſh perſwaſion of 
our being Reprobates, if we dienot 
in their Communion, was the occaſi- 
en of the pains they take to pervert 
us to their principles, by all poſſible 
means, whether lawful or unlawful : 
And really the ignorance of the Po- 
piſh Mob, as likewiſe of the ſimple 
and blunt Fgyars, is fo groſs, that 
not a few among them are acted by 
ſuch a blind Zeal as this is. The Pre- 
Jates and Clergy of the Church of 
Rome are no leſs zealous than the 
unlearnedeſt Prieſt, to root out what 
they think, and) call Herefie, either 
by fair means, it againſt Sence and 
Reaſon they can impoſe upon the 
unthinking Multitude their new 
coin'd Articles, or by the French me- 
thod of Converting, and Dragoon- 
ing 
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ing Men into the Popiſh Rehgion : 
But, no doubt, in all ſuch proceed- 
ings they propole to themſelves ſome 
other end than the meer ſaving of 
Souls; *for I can hardly think them 
ſo great Fools, as to believe really 
that there is no way to Heaven but 
by and through the particular Church 
of Rome, Now what this 1s you 
may diſcern more diitinctly by the 
following and {hort account of the 
Popiſh Hierarchy and Clergy : The 
Power over Chriſt's Natural Body, 
aſlam'd by the Romiſh Pneſts in the 
Conſecration of Bread and Wine, has 
by degrees ſwell'd them fo big with 
the OpinionBof their own Authority, 
that in the Council, it I nufremem- 
ber not , of Conſtance, they unani. 
mouſly declared, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Inſtitution of the Sacrament 
by Chriſt himſelf in both kinds, not- 
withſtanding the Practice of the Pri. 
mitive Church continucd during the 
ſpace of Fourteen Hundred Years, 
yet they, yea, they torſooth, though 
fit to Order, Command and Ap- 
POInt, 
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point, That the Lay-Chriſtians ſhould 
be partakers of the ſame, but under 
one kind only, or that they ſhould 
eat the Bread alone, without recei- 
ving the Cup. If we conſider more 
particularly the preſent Condition of 
the Biſhop of Rowe, we ſhall find, 
that there is no Prince in the World 
ſo abſolute as he is over thoſe of his 
Communion : He abſolveth them 
when he pleaſes from their {worn Al- 
legiance to their Princes 3 he pre- 
tends, as he often expreſs'd himſelf 
in his Bulls, to the Power of Scatter- 
ing and Gathering , of Settling and 
Pulling down , of Planting and Pul- 
ling up again at pleaſure, by Depri- 
vation , Excommunication , Depoſi- 
tion of Soveraign Princes, it they 
act againſt his Authority, he being 
the only Prince in the World inca- 
pable of doing any wrong, 1n the 
Opinion of ſuch as believe him in- 
fallible. The Inferiour Biſhops are 
of late, but chictly in France, be- 
come as abſolute, every one 1n his 
own Diocels, as the Pope himſelf in 

that 
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that of Rome 3 and generally the Po- 
piſh Charchmen are become every 
where ſo vaſtly Rich , that their 
Treaſures make at leaſt a Third part 
of what the Prince they live under 
enjoys. You ſhall find in Frazxce, 
Spain and Italy, Convents and Nun- 
neries poſleſsd of Three or Four 
Thouſand Pounds Ergliſh, of year- 
ly Revenue, to maintain Fifteen or 
Sixteen lazy Monks, to whom what- 
cver is given, or left by Teſtament, 
can be of no further uſe to the Pub- 
lick, as lying buried among them, 
without ever circulating any more 
thence to the advantage of the Com- 
monwealth. We may now begin to 
gather from the Premiſes the true 
Cauſe of the Popiſh Zeal, either to 
deſtroy or convert Proteſtants, which 
1s no other, it narrowly look'd into, 
but thewir own Temporal Intereſt, 
grounded upon that Natural Inclina- 
tion to maintain and keep what, one 
has once acquired, by what means ſo- 
ever : for the Romiſh Pricſts cannot 
but know, that wherever the Prote- 

G ſtarits 
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ſtants prevail, they muſt of courſe 
lolc their Ground and Authority, 
and muſt Lord it no more over their 
Brethren, as they now do: So that 
if the people were once thoroughly 
reform'd, they would put an end, 
as they, have effettually , done in 
England, Germany, Danemark and 
Swedeland , to the Tyranny of 
the Papiſts over Mens Bodies by 
_ their Antichriſtian Inquiſitions and 
Perſccutions, as well as over their 
Souls, by an abſolute Command to 
lay afide the Uſe of their Reaſon, 
and ſubmit blin«ly to their pretend- 
ed infallible Deciſions. A thorough 
Reformation would likewiſe occaſion 
a more equal diſtribution - of the 
Treaſures the Churchmen of Rome 
heap up for themſelves, among the 
Members of the Commonwealth : So 
that the vaſt Riches that are now 1n a 
few hands, would ſoon circulate to 
the Relicf of the Poor, to the dai- 
lv encreaſe of Trade, and encou- 
ragement of Induſtry. No wonder 
then if the Council of Trent did fo 

: much 
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much oppoſe a thorough Reformati- 
on; for it being made up of Rich 
' Cardinals, Biſhops, Abbots, Generals 
of the Regular Orders, and of Cler- 
gymen of all forts, they forelaw their 
Fate, if they diſcouraged the Abulcs 
ſlipt into the Church of Rome - Yet 
the Popes were ſo afraid, that ſome 
knowing, and well-meaning Men a- 
mong them, for they were nat all 
of the ſame Temper, ſhould endea- 
vour the new modelling of their 
* Church into a better frame , that 
they ſuffered nothing to be done m 
the Council but by and with the 
Conſent of their own Legates, pro- 
ponentibus legatis > which gave occa- 
lon to ſome to ſay, that the Holy 
Ghoſt was ſent every week from the 
then Pope to the Council in a Cloak- 
bag, becauſe of the Pope's ſending 
his weekly Inſtructions to the Fathers, 
with expreſs Orders to act according 
to the {ſecret Reſolutions of his Pri- 
vy-Council. Let us not then here- 
after accuſe the Romraniſts of being 
blind Zealcots, fince their Zeal is real» 
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ly according to Knowledge, at leaſt, 
of their own Temporal Intereſt, 
which they, and moſt men, as well 
as they, are only concern'd for. 


ARTICLE XXVI- 
1. That " aF upon the account of 


meer Honour. 2. The Fate of inge- 
Fious Men. 3. The Rich ſeemingly 


admired. 


Though undoubtedly there be 
ſome in the World that act meerly 
upon the account of Honcur, Glo- . 
ry and Reputation, as ſome Authors 
do, who pretend to no other advan- 
tage by their Wnitings than a great 

- Fame, yet if we look narrowly into 
Mens Deligns, few or none are con- 
tented with a bare and empty Name, 
but. {till aim at ſomething elſe more 
ſolid and more real : Nether can 1 
blame them for ſo doing, becauſe I 
think 'it no real happineſs, though I 
know it to be the Fate of many In- 
genious Men, to be daily talked of, 

and 


the Power of Intereſt, 8 


and much commended both at home 
and abroad , for their Uſeful and 
Learned Productions , while at the 
ſame time they ſtarve in ſome corner 
or other unheeded : For though Po- 
verty be not reckon'd a Crime, yet 
it being a thing that moſt men are 
more aſham'd of than of the great- 
eſt Sins, they are likewiſe aſham'd to 
keep Company with ſuch as are In- 
digent or Poor , whatever may be 
their other Qualifhcations , and the 
Natural Endowments of their minds : 
I ſpeak of the Generality of Men : 
For ſome, I know , there be who 
love rather to improve their Intelle- 
Ctuals, by converling with ſuch as they 
may learn from, than to be intimate 
with ſome of the richer ſort, who can 
boaſt of nothing but what 1s with- 
out themſelves: yet ſuch men are of- 
ten eſtcem'd by the Vulgar, and cal- 
led by Deſigning Men both Senſible, 
Wiſe, and Witty, becauſe of ſome 
advantages they -aim ap for them- 
ſelves, by their mean and infipid flat- 
teriesz - which contribute only to 
G 3 make 
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make theſe Rich Blockheads the fil- 
her, and prouder of their fancied 
Parts, while at the ſame time admi- 
ring, and loving themſclves with- 
out a Rival, they are defervedly un- 
dervalued by ſuch as take notice of 
their (1mplicity, 1n aſcribing to their 
real Merit, the outward reſpe&t we 
give them only upon the account of 
their 2nantity, or Quality, in caſe 
no other thing recommend them to 
our Eſteem. There 1s another thing 
to be conſidered in this place, as be- 
ing a-kin to what I was ſaying be- 
fore, That as the Poor have no 
Friends at all, or very few, ſo the 
Rich never want great Numbers, ci- 
ther of true or pretended ones, and 
that meerly upon the account of their 
Riches. When Fortune ſmiles upon 
a Van, his Relations, that ſhunn'd 
his Company when it frown'd upon 
him, flock to him again, as it he 
were come trom a ſtrange Countrey, 
to welcome him home ; They now 
offer their Services with a Thouſand 
Proteſtations of the {incereſt Friend- 
{hip 
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ſhip to him, whom a little before 
they denied to have a Drop of their 
Blood in his Veins : But his Conditi- 
on being now alter'd, though he was 
degraded at firſt by his Want, he is 
reſtored to his Honour again by his 
Plenty, to the great ſatisfattion of 
his Friends, who on a ſudden are 
become his Courtiers, Slaves , and 
Creatures too, in a manner, rather 
than his Equals, or Superiours: And 
fince ſuch great things are done by 
Riches, who can blame Gentlemen, 
yea and Perſons of an higher Quality, 
for binding their Children, it they 
cannot allow them ſufficient Portions 
to Tradeſmen, that by their owa In- 
duſtry they may get in time the only 
thing Men arc generally valued for ; 
that is Money : For though upon dat- 
ly Experience we mult contels it to 
be the ordinary occaſion of Prodi- 
gality, Luxury, Murder, Rebellion, 
Sedition, and generally of the hor- 
"rideſt Crimes 3 yet on the other 
hand 'tis no leſs certain, that the en- 
tire want of this necellary Tool, ma- 
G 4 Keth 
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keth often way for the very ſame fins 
and immoralities : So that a mode- 
rate Fortune 1s the only thing to be 
wiſh'd and prayed for in this World, 
leſt we be cither tempted to Wanton- 
neſs, through a too great Plenty, or 
preſs'd into Deſpair by the ſting of a 
pinching Necellity. 


ARTICLE XXVIL 


i. Why Men change ofien their Opini- 
ons. 2. Some of the Dragoon'd 
Papiſts real Converts, why, and how. 
3. What had been: the” Event of the 
late King's ſucceſsful Attempts. 


We ought to conſider ſomewhat 
more particularly 1n this place, what 
I have but {lightly hinted at in an- 
other, how Men change ofteh their 
Opinions, according to the different 
appearances of their Intereſt : for 
how many have written {criouſly for 
abſolute Monarchy, who have prov'd 
afterwards zealous . promoters of a 
Commonwealth, when it fſeem'd 
more 
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more favourable to their Concerns 3 
in {0 much, that not a few have 
contradifted themſclves, by anſ{wer- 
ing thoſe very Arguments, which in 
another juncture of Afﬀairs they pro- 
posd to the World, as undeniable 
Truths. With what heat was not 
the Dake of York's Intereſt oppos'd 
by ſome known Writers, who ha- 
ving better couſtder'd of the Mat- 
ter, that is, of thair Intereſt, chang'd 
their tune ſo ſoon as they ſaw him in 
a poſture to ſerve their turns. Tis 
confeſs'd on all hands, that Olzver 
Cromwell was both an Utſirper and 
a Tyrant, yet the ſame Pen, as I am 
inform'd, that wrote for him, wrote 
afterwards the deſerved Praiſes of 
Charles the Second, the undonbted 
Heir of the Crown. So true 1t 1s, 
that a preſent Intereſt _—_— to 
us the worit of Objects by the fair- 
eſt fide, cither gives us no time at all 
to conſult with our ſeclyes, if what 
we undertake be commendable or 
nos, or cauſeth us to look upon ail 
Reaſons contrary to it {clt, as weax, 
un- 
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unconcluding , and of no weight, 
though formerly , when our Affairs 
were 1n another ſituation, we took 
em to be true Demonſtrations. We 
have a conſiderable Inſtance of what 
I do here affirm ina late Biſhop, who 
though a Proteſtant, was ſo charm'd 
by the Favours he had received, and 
hop'd to receive from King James, 
that he ſtrain'd his Parts to clear the 
Papiſts of 1dolatry, by: fuch a falſe 
Notion of this heinous Crime, that 
none but a Man as intereſted as he 
was, could have ventur'd to publiſh 
it: His beſt Body of Divinity, as he 
ſaid once, a Coach and Six Horſes ma- 
keth ſometimes a greater impreſtion 
upon a 'covetous Mind-, than the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons of the ablel(t Di- 
vines, not ſupported by a Concomi- 
tant Intereſt. Though I doubt not 
but that ſeveral of the French Hugo- 
nots have complied in the late perſe- 
cation againſt the ſevereſt Checks of 
their own Conſcience, yet I am of 
Opinion, that many of them hke- 
wile arc real Converts to the Po- 
pith 


the Power of Intereſt. 91 


piſh Principles, becauſe Intereſt by 
degrees blindeth ſometimes the clea- 
rell Underſtandings, ſo as to cauſe 
Men not only to att, but alſo to 
think quite contrary to the firſt 
Grounds they built their Faith up- 
on. A Man thus tempted to change 
his Religion, begins firſt to look up- 
on the Arguments of his Adverſa- 
ries, as not ſo abſurd as he thought 
them to be ;, then after ſome Debate 
with himſelf, he” concludes them to 
be probable 35 and laſtly, by the ir- 
ceſiltible Eloquence of Intereſt, he 
believes them to be true, Tis mich 
after. the ſame manner, that Men 
turn not only Papiſts; but likewiſe 
Mahometans: For if Worldly Con- 
cerns did not influence Mens Judg- 
ments ſo powerfully as really they 
do, how comes it to paſs, that the 
very Chriſtians, if not ſo ſoon, at 
leaſt very often, a little after they 
are conquer d by the Izrks, tun 
zealous Mahometans , and bigotted 
Renegado's ; the chief Reaſun why 
Mahomet ordered his Religion to be 
pro- 
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propagated by the Sword , being 
this, That he thought Temporal In- 
tereſt would draw greater Numbers 
to his ſide than any other Arguments 
whatſoever. Wherein he was not 
much miſtaken, ſince conſidering the 
duration of both Rcligions , the 
higher and Divine Inducements to 
Chriſtianiſm, have made fewer Con- 
verts than the Temporal Advantages 
he propoſed to his Followers, if It 
be true , as I believe it to be, 
That the Mahometans are now much 
Superiour in Number to the Chri- 
ſtians. I ſhall add upon this occaſt- 
on, That 1 doubt not bur it King 
James had been ſucceſsful in his At- 
tempts, many, if not molt of the 
Engliſh had embracd Popery by 
Force at firſt, and perhaps at laſt by 
free Conſent, and a real Sabmilſtton 
of their Judgment to enjoy peace- 
ably thoſe Advantages they could 
not pretend to without changing 
their Principles, it being oblerv'd in_ 
thoſe days, that ſome proteſs'd Pro- 
teſtants, yea, and Gowi'd ones too, 
leem'd 
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ſeem'd inclinable to cloſe in withRoxee 
again , becauſe their Intereſt told 
them, that this was the ſhorteſt way | 
for them to Preterment. 


ARTICLE XXVIIL 


1. The Neceſſity and Conditions of a 
Married Life.. 2. Its Compleat 
Happineſs. \ 3. The French Mar- 
queſs his Intereſted Marriage. 


To add in this place ſome new 
Particulars relating to my Deſign, 'tis 
certain, that there 1s no happier State 
of Lite in the Catholick Church than 
that of Marriage, it being the chief 
and only Remcdy preſcribd by the 
Spiritual Phyſician againſt burning, 
though the Rowaniſts will not allow 
their Prieſts the uſe of it, and the 
great Supporter of Mankind, by a 
Social Lite, and by a frec and reci- 
procal Communication of the Soul 
as well as of the Body ; though ma- 
ny things contribute to make up the 
Happineſs of this State, as ſome pro- 

7 portion 
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portion in Age, Humour, and Qua- 
lity, Conjugal Chaſtity, Moderation 
in the nſe of Matrimony, a patient 
Temper , and capable of bearing 
with one anothers Infirmities, Diſ- 
cretion, Wiſdom , beſides all the o- 
ther Chriſtian Vertues 3 yet a com- 
petent Eſtate ſeems to be neceſlary 
; to make the married Couple happy, 
yea, and vertuous too, it ſuch as are 
zjoyn'd together in this State of Life, 
be inclinable by their Education, or 
Sober Temper , to make good uſe 
of the Bleſling? God has been pleas'd 
to beſtow upon them, as being often 
thereby freed from ſuch occaſions of 
Sin and Temptation, as prove {ome- 
times a very hard Tryal to the ſtrong- 
eſt Vertue. But this very Money 
which I think ſo neceſlary for the 
compleat Happineſs of a Married 
Lite, bringeth along with it all kind 
of Miſery, if it be in the hands of 
thoſe who being vitiouſly inclin'd, 
make it the Inſtrument of their dai- 
ly Crimes, and idle Courſes, in Car- 
ding, Dicing, Whoring, Drinking, 

there 
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there being no Trick, Cheat, or Shift 
that ſuch Men will ſcruple at tocom- 
paſs this neceſlary: Tool to a bad 
Life, as well as to a good one. The 
Story of the French Marqueſs is pret- 
ty well known, who having ſpent his 
whole Eſtate in Gaiming, married 
at laſt the Executioner's Daughter, 
becauſe her Father could allow her 
a conſiderable Portion, which gave 
her quality enough to become a No- 
bleman's Lady. 


Et genus & formanm Regina Pecuniz 
donat. 


ARTICLE XXIK& 


I. The Being of God known by its ſelf, 
as a Self-evident Principle, 2. Se- 
 weral Demonſtrations of the Exi. 
ſtence of God. 3. Why ſome Men 
endeavour” to deny this important 


Truth. 


Intereſt does not only put Men 
upon odd Practiccs, but likewiſe up- 
OR 
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on very uvaccountable Speculations- 
T know nothing in Nature ſo de- 
monſtrable as the Being of God, and 
whatever School-JDivines teach to the 
contrary , I am urreliltibly incln'd — 
to contradict them, when they ge- 
nerally affirm this Propoſition, Dews 
eſt, God cxiſts not to be a Selt-cvi- 
dent Principle : For if God is a ne- 
cellary Being, as we-all conceive him 
to be, then this very 1dea 1mplies 
his actual Exiſtency 3 or if a Reing 
infinitely perfe& be poſhible, as all 
Chriſtians ſay 'tis, then to be ſure it 
really exiſts, becauſe actual Exiſten- 
cy muſt of neceſſity be reckon'd one, 
yea, and the very Foundation of all 
his other Perftections. This unan- 
{werable Demonſtration to a Chriſti- 
an Reader, may be propounded thus 
in a few words: A Being infinitely 
perfe#., implies no Contradi@ion ; 
therefore it aFnally exiſts; the firſt 
Propoſition 4s agreed to on all hands 
among Chriſtians, and cannot be de- 
nied by Atheifts themſelves, upon any 
probalile Grounds 3 the Interence was 
proved 
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proved a little before : but becauſe ir 
anſwer to the firſt Demonſtration , 
the Atheiſts allow no being to be xe 
ceſſary, 1 muſt cloſe jn with them, 
and endeavour their Conviction, by 
an unanſwerable Demonſtration , 
though 1 confeſs it neither to be 4 
Priori, as the School-men ſpeak, or 
from the Cauſe, becauſe there can - 
be none ſuch, God being the Firſt 
Cauſe of all things; nor « Poſterior, 
. in the Rigour, or from any Produ- 
Aion of God 3 yet from an undeni- 
able Falſhood, which muſt needs en- 
ſue upon our allowing with the A- 
theiſts, this Principle, That all things, 
without exception, are contingent 5 and 
it 1s in ſhort this, That all poſſible 
things might become impoſſuble, if all 
things were contingent 5 which no man _ 
of common Sence will grant: For 
let us ſuppoſe what is really poflible, 
it all things are contingent, that no- 
thing actually 1s, fince a contingent 
Being 1s that which may be, or not 
be. Now in this caſe all poſſible 


things, that 1s, all contingent things 
. H are 


% 
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Cauſe to bring contingent m_ out 
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are impoſlible, becauſe that is impoſ- 
ible which has no Cauſe to bring it 
out of the boſgme of nothing. But 
there is no Cauſe to bring contingent 
things out of the boſome of no- 
thing, if they once are not in be- 
ing 3 therefore they are then abſo- 
lutely impoſſible. That there 1s no 


of the boſome' of nothing, it they 
once are not in being, 'tis clear from 
the ſuppoſition of nothing actually 


; exiſting : For firſt, grant to the Athe- 


iſt all things to be contingent : And 
ſecondly, allow this ſuppoſition 
not impoſiible , if all things are 
contingent, that nothing is aFually in 
being. Then to be ſure there can be 
no cauſe to bring any thing out of 
the boſome of nothing z that 1s, to 
produce any thing, becauſe nothing 
can a& unleſs it have an actual foun- 
dation both in Eflence and Exiſten- 
cy; which is not here allowed of, 
becauſe we ſuppoſe nothing to exiſt ; 
for ſince the Atheiſt grants all _ 
to be contingent, he muſt of neceſhi- 

ry 
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ty confeſs, that they may not bez and 
in this caſe, as I have ſufficiently 
prov*d, they areall impoſſible. From 
the Premiſes 'tis clear, That unleſs 
we admit of a necc(lary Being that 
is the Cauſe of all things we muſt 
confeſs againſt the cleareſt evidence 
of Reaſon, That all things polſuble may 
become impojſuble, if all things are con= 
tingent, Ynod erat demonſtrandum. 
But becauſe this Metaphylical way 


. of reaſoning is not fitted to a vulgar 


Capacity, I ſhall cndeavour to prove 
the Being of God, by ſuch an eaſfje 
and obvious Argument, that I am 
concluded by it my {elf to believe, 
that there can be no ſuch thing as a 
down-right Arheilt, in the groſleſt 
ſence of this word, becauſe all Man- 
kind being Eye-witnels of the regu- 
lar Natural Monons, whither 1n the 
Heavens, or 1n this Globe we dwell 
upon, the very dulleſt fort cannof 
but know, that a conſtant Unifor- 
mity in Motion maſt of neceſlity 
proceed from the over-ruling Dire- 
ction of an Underſtanding Being, 
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lince no fortuitous Motion can either 
be durable or regular : For it the 
Stars, for Inſtance, mov'd mn thar 
reſpective Orbs by meer chance, and 
not by certain Laws preſcrib'd to 'em 
by the Author of Nature God him- 
ielt, could any man be fo unreaſon- 
able as to think, that their riſing, 
and their going down, their month- 
ly, and yearly motions, and all their 
other Phenomena's , or appearances, 
could prove fo conſtantly regular as - 
we obſerve them to be > Would not + 
thoſe vaſt Celeſtial Bodies, tumbling 
up and down thoſe huge Orbs , 
without the concurrence of an Un- 
derſtanding Being to dire& them, 
fall often toul one upon another, and 
repreſent to us every Day New Ob- 
jects to look at, by their daily for- 
tuitous Combinations? Certainly, it 
nothing but chance govern this 
World, we muſt bclieve that to: be 
molt falſe which we know by daily 
Experience to be moſt true, that a 
Clock, or a Watch, 1s made by the 
fortuitous concourſe of the Spring, 
Chain, 
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Chain, Wheels, ec. into that fitua- 
tion which 15 neceſſary to ſhew the 
Hours of the Day 3 That Stone, 
Timber, and other Materials tumb- 
png lackily , but fortuitoutly toge- 
er, rais'd all the Cities and Stately 
Palaces of great Princes, without any 
Archite& or Overſeer of the Work, 
that the Body of Man ſo admirable 
for the Excellency of its Structure, 1s 
not the product of Art, but a meer 
fortuitous Coalition of Atomes. 

But though - this viſible World 
prove to us the Being of -God, by 
as many convincing Arguments as 
there are Creatures in the Univerſe ; 
yet ſo irreſiſtible 1s the Impreſlion of 
Intereſt over ſome mens minds, that 
if it were poſhble, they would” ex- 
tinguiſh the in-bred Light rhat points 
out to them a Deity with the {ame 
Beams it fetteth before their Eyes the 
Viſible Works of its Almighty Pow- 
er, fince fome endeavour to impoſe 
upon themſelves the' beliet of a for- 
tuitous Coalition of the Atomes into 
ſuch a Frame as we now obſerve in 

H 3 the 


— 


102 A Moral Diſcourſe of 


the World , without taking notice 
of a Soveraign Being , as the true 
Cauſe of this ſo orderly , and fo 
wonderful a Structure, to that de- 

ree of Blindneſs and Impiety, as to 
fy in their Hearts, There is no God ; 
Dixit impins in Corde ſuo non eſt De- 
#5, But to make uſe of the Scrip- 
ture-phraſe, 'tis impoſſible they ſhould 
ſay ſo in their Underſtanding, i 7- 
telleFu, becauſe whatever they ſeem 
to ſay to the contrary, they cannot 
but judge by the obvious Regulari- 
ty of the Natural Motions, and year- 
ly Produtions, that there is a God; 
and how merciful ſoever, a ſevere 
puniſher of Sin, though they wiſh 
* perhaps, there were no ſuch Being, 
that they may never be called to an 
account for their daily Sins and hei- 
nous Miſdemeanours, for cheating o- 
ther men of their Goods and Eſtates, 
without the leaſt Scruple , their 
chief, and only Deſign in endeavour- 
ing this to blind themſelves, being 
no other but to heap up by unlaw- 
ful means, whatever may contribute 
to 


the Power of Intereſt. 103 


to their Satisfaction in this World , 
without any Check, if it were pofli- 
ble, of their Conſcience. 


ARTICLE XXX. 


I. ——_— of God aſſerted, 2. What 
the Deſire of Eternal Happineſs im- 
plies. 3. Why ſome Men deny a 
future World's Exiſtence. 


That a fature World's Exiſtence is 
denied by ſome who are thoroughly 
convinc'd of the Being of a God 
tis too evident, but not to every 
Vulgar Underſtanding, upon ' what 
Grounds, though one would think 
they could. give no rational accornt 
why they flatly deny ſuch an almoſt 
ſelf-evident Truth : For ſince they 
allow God to be Jult, and to that 
degree, that no kind of Injuſtice 
can be Jaid to his charge, they muſt 
of courſe acknowledge another Lite 
after this, in which the juſt and beſt 
ſort of men are often oppreſs'd , 
while the Wicked flouriſh, and hve 
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in Plenty, adding to their Sins, as 
they add to their Treaſures, We 
muſt then, without doubt, expe& 
Juſtice to be done ſometime or 0- 
ther, both to the former and to the. 
latter, as well knowing God to be 
the Puniſher of Sin, as well as the 
Rewarder of Vertue , but neither 
could be true, without the Truth of 
a future World, becauſe 'tis certain, 
that Vertue 1s not always rewarded 
in this Lite, nar {in puniſh'd, The 
men we ſpeak of in this place, ' muſt 
needs be convinc'd of their judging 
. contrary to their own Experience, if 
they. do but reflect upon the defire 
they find themſelves preſsd with of 
an Eternal Happineſs, which God, 
whom they allow to do nothing in 
vain, has planted in their Hearts, in 
order to: make them uſe the means 
he has preſcrib'd for the attainment 
of the ſame. Notwithſtanding the 
ir: eſiſtible Evidence of the forego- 
ing Reaſons to all mankind, if layed 
open in every Particular, ſome deny 
ſtyl the Being of a 1uture World, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe *tis, they think, their Intereſt 
{o to de, fince if there be any ſuch: 
State after this Life, they may ex- 
pect to ſuffer in it, for their Crimes 
committed 1n this; not-to mention, 
that the belief of a future World 
would oblige them to make reſtituti- 
on in time of what they had got to- 
gether by injuſt means, as Cheating, 
Oppreſſion, Uſury, Simony, and 0- 
ther ſuch like Sins: So irreſiſtible 1n 
ſome is the Power of Temporal In- 
tereſt, as to cauſe them not to be- 
lieve, or at leaſt, to doubt of this 
fundamental Article of Religion, that 
they may purſue their Worldly and 
Tranſient Concerns , without any 
Scruple, or Fear of Puniſhment. 


— —_— _ 
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ARTICLE KXXMXIL. 


1. Pretences of ſuch as admit of no 
Free Will. 2. The Conſiſtency of 
God's Foreknowledge of, and So- 
veraignty over Mens Adions, with 
the Freedom of Humane Will. 
Fe Why ſo many follow the Prede- 


inarian Prixciple, 


'Tis upon the ſame account, that 
ſo-many fancy themſelves Slaves, and 
deprived of all Freedom of Will, 
yea, and ſeem to be ſure of what 
they ſay, 1. From the Foreknow- 
ledge of God. 2. From our De- 
pendeney - upon him, Yet *tis cer- 
tain on the other hand, that the Di- 
vine Preſcience, or Fore-knowledge, 
1s not deltruttive to our Liberty , 
though I deny not but that our 
Adtions , becauſe of God's Fore- 
knowledge, may be call'd, to nſe 
a School-Expreſlion, Hypothetically, 
or Conſequentially neceſlary , as the 
Fall of a Man into a Precipice, is ne- 
ceſlary 
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ceſſary in the ſame ſence, if I ſee 
him fall 5 mm which Caſe it cannot be 
ſaid, that my looking on throws 
him head-long mito the Ditch. This 
Vulgar Example may help us to re- 
move this not inconſiderable difficul- 
ty againſt an experienc'd and felt 
Truth, as that of our being free, 
and not neceſſary Agents. As to 
what 1s usd to be ſaid of the In- 
confiltency of our Freedom, in aCt- 
ing with our Dependency upon 
God, 'tis bat a very illuſory and 
frivolous Objection: For though I 
be ſuppos'd to at frecly, 'tiscertain, 
that this very Power of acting freely 
is from God : nid enim habes quod 
non accepiſti, ſays the vulgate Edition 
of the Bible ſomewhere, What haſt 
thou that thou haſt not received ? 
Therefore it cannot be ſaid, that I 
do not depend upon God in acting, 
unleſs it be firſt made out, that I 
have received this Power from ſome- 
other Being. As then a careful Fa- 
ther, giving money to his Son, giveth 
him at the ſame time this whole- 
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ſome and Fatherly Advice: Though 
T leave you to your "own Liberty, my 
Intention is, that you ſhould make a 
right Uſe of this Gold, and not throw 
it away upon ſraful Recreations , be- 
cauſe I am reſolved to puniſh yan, i 
you apply this Money to other En 
than I intended it for and to reward 
you, x you comply to my earneſt and 
Juſt Deſires. 

By what this Father ſays to his 
Son, we may concave how God 
hehaves himſelf towards ns, in gi- 
ving us the Power to do good and 
evil, but with a Deſign that we 
ſhould do good and not evil, leſt 
we be ſeverely puniſh'd for omit- 
ting what we ſhould have done, the 
former being intended , and .not 
the latter, though we be free to do 
either z elſe we could neither be 
ſaid to deſerve Praiſe for the one, 
nor Puniſhment for the other. To 
conclude, we muſt either ſay, that 
God could not create Man free; 
or in caſe he created him free, that 


he allowed him the Power to do 
good 
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good and evil, and that he is, not- 
withſtanding this allowance, abſolute 
Maſter of all his Actions, becauſe he 
may hinder them when he pleaſes, 
by either deſtroying or ſuſpending 
the Power they ſpring from, As I 
am then of Opinion , That ſome 
other Reaſon engageth ſo many 
Chriſtians tro embrace this immoral 
and dangerous Dottrine, ſo I be- 
heve it to be nothing clſe but a cer- 
tain kind of Intereſt, Though not 
a few, I confeſs, of a good Life and 
Converſation, deny flatly the Free- 
dom of Humane Will to do good 
or evil, yet 'tis, I fancy, impoſſible 
they ſhould owe their Goodneſs to 
this Predeſtinarian Principle, becauſe 
if once believed, it-muſt fet a man 
extreamly at eaſe, and make him 
wholly unconcern'd in his Conſci- 
ence, how unlawful ſoever the bu- 
{inels may be he goes about : For 
why ſhould a man ſcruple at any 
thing, if 'tis not in his Fower not 
to do what he does. That I may 
be the better underſtood , I ſhall 


{tate 
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ſtate the Caſe thus : Suppole a man 
much ſtronger than my elf, laying 
hold on me, killeth another man 
with my hand, am I guilty of the 
Murder, or he, who makes uſe of 
my Arm to commit this Crime, in 
a manner irreſiſtible on my fide ? 
The Application of this Example is 
ſo cafie, and ſo obvious to the mean. 
eſt Capacity, that I need not enlarge 
upon it: For, as no man having his 
Wits about him, will thitty that I 
ought to ſuffer upon the account of 
the forementioned Murder, which I 
could not hinder 3 ſo I cannot fan- 
cy my ſelf liable to be puniſh'd by 
the Laws of a Jaſt God, becauſe of 
my committing aa Crime which I 
could not pothbly avoid. *Tis true 
we kill noxious Animals, by rca- 
ſon of the hurt they do, or may do 
to the Members of the Comman- 
wealth 3 but yet we are not to un- 
reaſonable as to think them guilty 
of Sin upon that account. If then 
we follow the Predeſtinarian Princi- 
ple, we muſt of courſe fancy our 
{clves 
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ſelves guiltleſs, whatever Sin we 
commit, fince we have no freedom 
to ſhun it. I defire to have no- 
thing to do with Men thus Princi- 
pled, becauſe if I do them 'a good 
turn, I ſhall not be thank'd for it ; 
and they being acted in their de- 
luded Fancy, like meer Machines 
and Slaves, rather than acting like 
Free and Rational Men, will not 
ſcruple to do me an ill one upon oc- 
caſion, becauſe in their Opinion they 
cannot help the doing of it : for 
whether they keep or break the Com- 
mandments of God, this 1s never aſ- 
cribd by them to choice, but al- 
ways totheir irreſiſtible Fate, 
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ARTICLE XXXIL 


1. The Impreſſion of the foregoing Ar- 
PO 4 Dole tani F, 
2. The Liberty 4 Adam, and of his 
Poſterity. 3. The Benefit of the pre- 
tended Want of Free Will, 


Some are ſo puzzl'd by the forego- 
ing Arguments, that they are forc*d 
to allow us a true liberty of doing 
good and evi}, and to confeſs upon 
all occaſions, That Man is, and 
always was a Free Agent; yet 
the Chief Freedom they ſeem to 
aim at, is that of committing what 
Crime they pleaſe, without the leaſt 
Check of a Wounded Conſcience, 
ſince at the ſame time they maintain 
all our Aﬀtions to be Neceſlary, be- 
cauſe, forſooth, they are Voluntary; 
as if a Horſe, for inſtance, in the 
more probable Opinion of his not 
being a meer . piece of Mechaniſm , 
were a Free Agent upon this ac- 
count , That he goes on with all 
11a * 
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imaginable inclination to eat up the 
Hay or Oats 1n his view. Such men 
ground this dangerous Opinion upon 
this falſe Suppoſition, That we have 
loſt the Liberty that 444: enjoyed, 
and conſequently, that we have no 
Freedom at all to do good or evil, 
to obey or- not obey : Which Mi 
ſtake may ealily be redre(sd, if we 
conſider, that Adarr's Liberty confi- 
ſted in this, That he had the Pow- 
er to do good and evil, to obey or 
not obey, with a greater Propentfi- 
ty of his Will, it I may ſo fay, to- 
wards the good than towards the 
evil 3 whereas we, through his fault, 
are born with a greater inclination 
to evil than good , becauſe of our 
Original and Hereditary Corruption : 
But withal 'tis certain, that we are 
free in the foreſaid manner, to al- 
' low Teaching, Preaching, Adviſing, 
Commanding to be of tome uſe or 
other to Mankind, or for ſome end 
or other : For let men pretend what 
they pleaſe, a real Neceflity is incon- 
liſtent with the uſctulne.; cither of 

I Counted 
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Counſel or Command, as likewiſe 
with the Juſtice of him who pu- 
niſherh me for what I could not 
avoid 3 as for inſtance , Is it rea- 
ſonable that I ſhould be puniſh'd for 
committing a Fornication that 1 
could not reſiſt ? And how could I 
reſiſt the Temptation, if I commit the 
Crime through an unavoidable Ne- 
ceſlity, as the Predeſtinarian Tribe 
teacheth ns admitting this {elt- 
evident Contradiftion, That what- . 
ever is done voluntarily is done free- 
ly, and yet neceſſarily at the ſame 
time : Whereas the real Freedom , 
upon which depends all the Moraht- 
ty or Immorahty of our Actions 1s 
that, and no other, which excludes 
_ all Neceſlity, To be ſhort , our 
preſent Condition, notwithſtanding 
the Fall of Adam, 1s {till rhis, that 
We can freely do good' or evil 3 
whereas the Ele in Heaven can do 
no evil, and the Reprobates in Hell 
can do no good; the former being 
upon that account moſt happy, and 
the latter moſt unhappy, while We 


are 
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ate between both, in a meer Capa- 
city of being either, by the good 
or bad uſe of cur Free Will. But 
fince ®tis ſo evident that we are free 
Agents , or real Actors upon the 
Stage of this World, and not meer 
Machines, how comes it to pals, 
that many, and thoſe too of good 
Reputation in the World, for their 
good Life and Behaviour, are of a 
contrary Opinion? To this I anſwer, 
- That whatever other Rational Ac- 
count thoſe Gentlemen may give of 
themſelves , as to this Particular I 
{hall venture to ſay, That they are 
chiefly preſs'd to embrace this Do- 
Qrine by a Prinaple of Intercſt, be- 
canſe how averſe ſoever we may ſup- 
poſe them to be from Sin, yet I que- 
ſtion much if they ſcruple the com- 
rhitring of. it, when they conſider 
themſelves deſtitute of all 'Freedom 
of Indifferency, and as neceflary A- 
gents unable to ſufpend their own 
Actions upon a fnll Concourte of all 
the required Conditions: For a man 
of Senſe muſt needs think himſelf 

t 2 gu;lt- 
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guiltleſs, in caſe he commits Robbe- 
ry, Fornication, or Adultery, if he 
once 1s perſwaded, that he was, I 
do not ſay forc'd, becauſe we know 
the Sinner to be always willing, but 
neceſlitated to commit ſach Crimes, 
as the Enemics of Free Will do uſu- 
ally teach he 1s: ' Wherein they give 
cither too little ſcope to- their Rea- 
ſon, or too great ſcope to their Con- 
{cience , by thus ridding them- 
{elves at once of all its troubleſome - 
Checks. 


ARTICLE XXXIlL 


1. The Return of New Converts to 
Rome again. 2. And why. 3. The 
Power of Intereſt. 


The foremention'd Dodtrine a- 
gainſt Free Will, if bclicv'd , may 
{von clear the Scruples of ſome late 
Converts to the Church of Rome, 
who after they had hv'd a while 
among us, went back to /tgypt 
again 3 but they being generally of 
ano- 
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another Opinion , muſt of neceſlity 
be miſled by ſome other Principle : 
And this ſure can neither be the 
Weakneſs of the Proteſtant Argu- 
ments, nor the Strength of the Po- 
piſh ones, which they cannot but 
know to be gronndleſs and inſuffi- 
cient, as being built npon Two falſe 
Suppoſitionsz 927iz. of the Univerſa- 
lity and Infallibility of the Church 
of Rome : The hardſhips then, I fan. 
cy, they ſuffer among us, are ſome- 
times ſo pinching, that 'tis not much 
to be wonder'd at, if ſome of them 
reſolve to turn Papiſts again rather 
than ſtarve. *Tis true we ſhould 
chuſe Death rather than conform to 
an Idolatrons Worſhip 3 but as we 
are not ſenſible of our own ſtrength 
ſo long as we hve 1n Plenty, 'tis ca- 
fie for a man in the actual poſſeſſion 
of Two or Three Thonſand Pounds 
of Yearly Revenue, to pronounce 
ſich grave Chriſtian Sentences, while 
he 1s not afraid to be ever put to the 
Tryal, which perhaps would diſco- 
ver his Weakneſs, as well as that of 
I 3 {ome 
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ſome Romiſh Converts. Nothing was 
{o ſtout as St. Peter, before he was 
tryed, and till then he thought he 
could eaſily lay down his Life for his 
Saviour, whom yet he very Coward- 
ly denied at the firſt Challenge of a 
Servant-Maid. Nothing, I am con- 
fident, is ſc real as the Converſion of 
moſt of them that come over to us 
from the Church of Rowe, becauſe 
nothing can be ſo obvious as the Er- 
rours of that Church : But yet Hu- - 
mane Frailty 1s {o great, that conſ1- 
dering on the one hand, our hard- 
neſs to New Converts, and on the 
other hand the fair Offers of their 
former Brethren, either our Cove. 
tonſneſs throws them into Deſpair, or 
the Temporal Advantages propoſed 
to 'An by the Church of Rome, pre- 
vail with them to chule- rather to 
hve Hypocrites among their Old 
Friends the Papiſts, .than ſtarve/1n 
the Profefiion of the Truth among 
Protcitants, 

Thus an inconfiderable Temporal 
ſntereſt makes ſometimes a ſtronger 
m- 
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impreſſion upon mens minds, than 
the very Eternal Welfare of their 
Souls. 


ARTICLE KXXXIVv. 


I, That moſt M:1 a contrary to their 
Profeſsd Principles. 2. The beſt Po- 
piſh Argument. 3. If it be lawful 
to uſe Violence, in order to force 
Men to conſider of our Reaſons in 
matters of Religion. 


'Tis always upon ſome ſuch tac- 
count that mo't men, not to fay all, 
without Exception, act contrary to 
their own confeſs'd Principles : For 
how many grant upon all occaſions, 
that no Violence 1s to be uſed in 
matters of Religion 3 that nothing 15 
ſo much a man's own as his Conſci- 

# . . 
ence; that God alone is to judge of 
our Thoughts, and not Men ; that 
no Humane Power can call us to an 
account for our Thoughts, though 
it may puniſh us for our manifeſt 


and viſible Deeds: yea, the very 
Il 4 Church 
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Church of Rome itſelf did of old af- 
firm, That ſhe could not extend her 
Power over mens inward Senti- 
ments,. Eccleſia non judicat de inter- 
is, Nevertheleſs, ſhe thought it at 
leaſt her Intereſt, as certainly *'tis, 
though not that of Jeſus Chriſt, to 
aſurp an Arbitrary Power over mens 


Thoughts, as well as over their Bo- - 


lies 3 elſe how could ſhe - think it 
lawful either to Dragoon men into 
her Boſom, or to extort from them 
Confeſſions conformable to her Do- 
&rine, by the Antichriſtian Cruelty 
of her Tyrannical I:quifftions : But 
yet if ſuch as take the fitteſt meaſures 
ro compaſs their Ends, are deſerved- 
ly reputed Wiſe and Prudent , we 
have no great reaſon to think the 
Papiſts ſo great Fools as ſome call 
them-:. For ſince tis flatly againſt the 
cleareſt Evidence of Sence and Rea- 
{on to bcheve the Myſteries they ge- 
nerally teachz as for Inſtance, the 
Myſtery of Trenſubſtantiation , or 
that the Pope of Rozze 15 Infallible 3 
it had been no piece of Wiſdom in 
them 
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them to have uſed Arguments in or- 
der to convince us of ſuch manifeſt 
Untruths : They knew very well that 
nothing but the Faggot, Sword, or 
an unmerciful Inquifition , could 
force men to an outward Profeſſion 
of their belief of ſuch ſtrange Opi- 
nions. But I need not enlarge up- 
on this Subje&t , fince the Papilts 
themſelves confeſs ingenuoutly, and 
maintain openly the Lawtulnefs of 
Perſecution upon the account of 
Religion; and that men are not on- 
ly to be drawn-in by Argument, 
bur likewiſe to be forc'd into the Bo- 
ſome of the Church by the Dint of 
the Sword. I cannot diflemble in 
this place my hearty Griet and Con- 
cern that ſome Proteſtants hkewile, 
who pretending to Meeknel:, Cle- 
mency, and Tenderneſs, grant no- 
thing to be more Antichriſtian than 
the perſecuting of Chriſtians upon 
the account of, their perſwafion , 
{ſhould allow of Force in matters of 
Religion, ſo far as may be judgd ne- 
ceſlary tro make men conſider feri- 

ouſly 
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ouſly of our Reaſons, that at laſt, 
after a thorough Conviction, they 
may embrace that which we think 
Truth, as if it were not in reality 
all one, to force a man to change 
his Religion, and to force him to a 
ſcrious Examen of our Arguments 3 
which, how weak ſoever, will, I 
fancy , ſoon appear unanſwerable 
Demonſtrations to ſuch as muſt ſuf- 
fer either Poverty , Impriſonment, 
or Death it ſclf, it they conteſs not 
themſelves fully Convicted. The 
French Perſecution was no worſe 
than this would be : For that Prince, 
I mean Lewis XIV. never pretend- 
ed more than to compel his Subjects 
to a ſerious Conſideration of the 
Chief Grounds of Popery,, becauſe 
he well knew, that the weakeſt Ar- 
gument, ſupported by the Dragoon- 
ing Sword, would either convince 
his Subjects, or at leaſt convert them, 
ſo far as to make them Hypocrites , 
which was perhaps all the ſucceſs 
he could hope for by this Moſt Chri- 
#ian method, I wonder then that 

| men 
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men profeſſing, upon all Occaſions, 
Meekneſs and Moderation , ſhould 
{till ſtand np for what is worſt in 
Popery, the Spirit of Perſecution , 
as they really do when they main- 
xain it to be lawful to uſe Violence, 
1n order to oblige men to conſider of 
their Arguments, which how weak 
ſoever, may gather a great deal of 
Strength from the Force us'd. But 
I ceaſe to be amaz'd art ſuch ſtrange 
Proceedings, when I confider how 
Natural 'tis to all men to purſue ea- 
gerly what they think their real In- 
rereſt : For as we are all naturally 
proud, and paſlionate Lovers of Au- 
thority and Command, we are eafily 
perſwaded, that we cannot compatls 
better our ambitious defigns than by 
maintaining our afjum'd Power to 
force men to a ſerious conſideration 
of the Reaſons we ground our Opi- 
nions upon, which 13 nothing elle, 
if narrowly look'd into, but ſtill a 
Claim to the Popiſh Intallibility , 
though we declare upon all occafi- 
ons our Abhorrence of ſuch a 
ground- 
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groundleſs and Antichriſtian Prin- 
cipic. 


ARTICLE XXXV. 


1. The Jeſuits zealous Defenders of 
the See of Rome. 2. And of ſuch 
Princes as can beſt prote# then. 
3. The Remiſineſs of their Morals 


mwhenre. 


No Se& in tk©World ever pre- 
tended more to Infalltbility than the 
Jeſuits, who generally hold it an Ar- 
ricle of their Faith, That not only 
the General Councils, but the Pope 
likewiſe, loquens ex Cuthedra, 1s as 
Infallible, in ſome manner, as God 
himſelf: How men of ſuch Senſe and 
 Fearning, as undoubtedly they are 
in their own way, can bs guilty of 
ſuch a groſs piece of Folly vs this 1s, 
few or none perhaps can better gueſs 
at than my ſelf, as having been once 
particulaily acquainted with their 
Affairs. Since rhen *tis to be ſuppo- 


ſed, that deſigning men never att 
the 
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the Fools part but upon ſome wiſe 
account, we necd not wonder that 
the Jeſuits having irit ſcrioufly con- 
ſulted together about the matter , 
reſolved to prove zcaions and obſti- 
nate Defender: of that Article, which 
would pur the greate!t Obligation 
upon the Fope, 2z. cf his being 
the infallible and Viſible Oracle of 
the Univerſal Church 3 though they 
could not but know the unreaion- 
ableneſs of this Tenet, and thatthey 
might as well believe the Pope Al- 
mighty as Intallible. But however 
they were prevail d with by a Prin- 
ciple of Intereſt and Selt-preſerva- 
tion, to maintain this both Antichri- 
ſtian and Atheiſtical Doctrine ,, be- 
cauſe they being much youn;er than 
moſt of the other Religious Orders, 
and upon vers] known Accounts 
hated by them ai), they pradently 
judg'd that i was impoilible tor 
them to withſtand fo many power- 
ful Enemies, unlets they were fup- 
ported by the ſuppoied Vicaf of 
Chriſt tic Biſhop of Rexze, To be 


{ate 
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ſure then of the Pope's Protection; 
upon occaſion they not only decla- 
red him in their Schools ,, and 
preach'd him up 1n their Pulpaits, as 
Infaible, but by a Fourth Vow tied 
themſelves fo intirely to his Service, 
that rhey are obliged upon Orders 
from the Pope to go whither, and 
upon whatever Errand he pleaſes to 
command them. 

If they thought it at their firſt ap- 
pearing in the World, their Intereſt, 
and think it ſtill to cloſe in with the 
Pope, they believe themſelves no 
leſs concern'd now to ſtand up for 
the Frinces, m whoſe Territories 
they live, becauſe they are abler to 
prote(t them than the Pope himſelf, 
their prudence being particularly ob- 
ſervable in this, that theyvare al- 
ways on the ſtrongeſt fide, which ts 
ſo true, thar the French Jeſuits of 
old were uſually called Spaniards by 
the French Mob ; becauſe ot their 
prcſum'd Intrigacs with the King of 
Spain , the moſt powerful Prince 
then in Exropez yea, tis not long 

| fince 
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ſince the very German Jeſuits were 
generally thought inclhinable to the 
French Intereſt, though Iam now in- 
form'd , that they begin to look 
home again, becauſe of the growing 
Power of their immediate Maſter the 
Emperour. 

The Remiſneſs of the Moral Prin- 
ciples uſually aſcrib'd to them, 1s not 
ſo much the Produtt of their real 
Sentiments, as of their private Inte- 
reſt : For conſidering that too much 
Severity would hinder, people to re- 
pair to them for advice in doubtful 
Caſes, they thought it was fit and ne- 
ceſlary for their own ends, to give 
as much ſcope as poſſibly they could 
to Humane Frailty, in order to gain 
both the Eſteem and Love of the 
people 3 wherein ſome of them ſuc- 
ceeded fo well, that they were ge- 
nerally cryed up for the only heart- 
healing Phyficians 3 yea, and call'd 
too by ſome in a Blaſphemous man- 
ner, The Lambs of God that takg a- 
way the Sins of the World; becauſe 
whatever perplex'd Cale was propo- 
led 
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ſed to 'em by their Votaries, they 
were ſure to reſolve it according to 
their Inclinations, without any re- 
gard to the ſtrict Preſcriptions of 
the Goſpel, which they never fail'd 
to put that Senſe upon they judg'd 
moſt agreeable to their own ſecret 
Concerns. Thus they found out a 
Thouſand Tricks to clude the Obli- 
gation of reſtoring other Peoples 
Goods and Good Name, with that 
unhappy ſucceſs that neither S7w0ny 
nor Oſury were to be met with a- 
mong Dealers, becauſe of the Jeſui- 
tical Maxims they had learn'd to cx- 
cuſe both upon Occaſion : But the 
World beginning to hearken to the 
more Goſpel-like Dod&rine of the 
ſeverer Janſeniſts, they found 1t of 
late their Advantage to write and 

teach things conformable to the pre- 

ſent Humour of the Age: For ſee- 

ing men inclining to a further Re- 

formation, as being unwilling to be 

flatter'd in their tintul ways, they 

judg'd it neceſſary tor their prt- 

vate Ends to humour them by a 
more 
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| more Primitive Doctrine, accordiag 
to the Advice of the Famous Lonzs 
Njel , one of their Provincials of 
the Province of Champagne, who was 
uſed to expreſs himſelf about the 
matter pre*ty odly thus: Priſque le- 
monde veult eſtre fouette fonettons le : 
Since Men will b2 whipt, and ſe- 
verely dealt withal, lct ns not ſpare 
them 3 that is, ſince Men begin to 
diſlike our caſter and looſer Morals, 
let us cloſe in* with them for our 
own ends, tcaching and preaching 
ſuch things as may work the People 
into a belief of our being rigid Ob- 
ſervers of the {trictelt Goſpel Max- 
ms, 
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ARTICLE KXXXVI. 


1. The Teſuits Politicks. 2. Their 
Specious Pretences to Godlineſs. 
3. The Qualifications required in 
ſuch as they admit into their Or- 
der. 


As no People put a better Face 
upon their covetous Projects than 
the Jeſuits, ſo none are more ad- - 
mired by the bigotted Roman Catho- 
licks, who look upon them as Men 
wholly conſecrated to the Spiritual 
Good of Mankind, which indeed 
they always pretend to 1n all their 
Undertakings 3 and to give the De- 
vil his due, as it cannot be demed 
but that there are a great number of 
private Men 'among them, both E-- 
minent for Vertue and Learning, ſo 
what I ſaid before, and what I am 
now to ſay , relates chietly to the 
governing part, who build their De- 
figns upon other grounds than pri- 
Vatc Men uſually do. 


The 


J 
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The Jeſuits from thar very firſt 
Foundation have had , it ſeems, a 
Deſign to reap the Profit both of 
the very begging Orders, and of 
ſuch as live upon their own Yearly 
Revenue. Their Profeſs 4 Houſes, 
as they call them, enjoy all the Be- 
nefit and Priviledges of the Mex- 
dicant Orders, being maintain'd up- 
on the Publick , or rather Private 
Benevolence, very plentifully, and 
- without ſending about to gather it, 
after the manner of the Friars, re- 
ceive upon call from private hands 
enough to ſupply not only their 
Wants, but likewiſe their Luxury. 
Their Colledges and Seminaries, on 
the contrary, are all well founded, 
though not all equally rich, either by 
Princes or Private Men, or upon the 
Ruines of the BerediFine Monks, a 
Part of whoſe Eſtates they have got. 
into their Hands, both in Fraxce, 
Ttaly, and Germany; by their ſecret 
Intrigaues at Court; becauſe they are 
thought more uſeful to the Pub- 
lick, upon the account of their 

K 2 preach- 
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preaching ; teaching , and breeding 
up every Where the Citizens and 
Gentlemens Children eratis indeed, 
and for nothing in appearance , 
though they be well paid for their 
pains, becauſe they never accept of 
a Colledge under $1x or Seven Hun- 
dered Pounds Emgliſh Money Year- 
ly, belides what they receive Quar- 
terly. in ſuch Colledges as take Pen- 
ſfioners, as Clermont 1n Paris, Ponta- 
moiſſon wn *Lorrain, and other pla- - 
CCS. 

But to give you ſome further 
Hints of, what I was ſaying in the 
beginning of this Article , of their 
covering all their Deſigns with the 
laireſt pretences to Piety and God- 
line(ls, they pretend always to act 
not only for the Glory, but for the 
greater Glory of God, this being 
the fam'd Motto of the Order, ad 
Majorem Dei Gloriam : Though if 
we look narrowly imto their real 
Projects, they aun more at their 
own Glory chan at the Glory and 
Horiour of him they pretend only 
T0 
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to glorifie, inſomuch that they would 
not be called Loyolites, or Tenatians, 
trom Loyola or Ignatius, their firſt 
Patriarch and Founder, but the Sv- 
ciety of Feſus, torſooth, la Compagnie 
de Feſus 5 as it theygwere the only 
People in the World that deſerved 
this Title; Whereas none have per- 
haps leſs Right to it, becauſe of the 
inſufferable Pride they are general- 
ly and deſervedly too accus'd of, be- 
ing great Deſpiſers of the Secular 
Clergy, and of all the other Rel:gi- 
ous Orders, as looking upon them- 
ſelves as the chief, 1f not the oyly 
Supporters of the Church of Rox 
though they are ſo tar from appcar- 
ing intereſted, and covetous of Re- 
ward for what Service they do the 
Pablick, that they are obligd to 
teach, preach, and ſay their Maſes, 
without the leaſt hopes of any Sala- 
ry for their pains; yet they do no- 
thing for nothing, and expeCt to be 
conſ1dered for their very Maſſes, not 
under the Notion of a Reward, but 
of an Alms either given or promiſed 

K 3 be- 
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before the Work 1s begun : Where- 
in thcir Condition 1s much better 
than that of the Mendicant Friars , 
becauſe the begging Tribe depend 
only upon either publick or private 
Charity , withogg any Yearly Reve- 
Ane : Whereas the ſubtler Jeluits 
nave got the benefit of both, as I 
was ſaying before , their Profeſs'd 
Houſes being maintain'd by the pub- 
lick, and their Colledges upon their 
own Stock and Fond. They pre- 
rend not indeed to take any Money 
with ſuch as they admit into their 
Society, yet they have always a ſpe- 
cial regard to One of theſe Three 
following things in their Choice, &- 
ther to Riches , Quality , or great 
Parts: If their Proſelyte be rich, let 
him be never fo great a Blockheac, 
they arc ſure to catch at him greedi- 
ly; If he is of a Noble Extraction, 
and well allied , they are hkewite 
for his admittance, becauſe of the 
ſupport they get by it from his pow- 
ertal Friends; and if he is a Man of 
Great, Natural, or Acquired Parts, 
they 
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they think him the fitter for theit 
buſineſs, which is generally Teach- 
ing, Preaching, and Intriguing in 
all Courts, and private Familics for 
their own Ends. 


ARTICLE XXXVIL 


I. The Aim of the Romiſh Zealots. 
2. The pretended Zeal of Popiſh 
Princes. 3. The French King's 
real Deſign in Dragooning his Sub - 
jeds. 


The Pope's Pretences to Piety and 
Godlineſs, to the ſaving of Souls, 
and to the greater Glory of God, 
are ſo plauſible, that notwithſtand- 
ing all that is laid to his Charge by 
his Adverſaries, we ſhould ſtill cn- 
tertain a favourable Opinion of his 
Goodneſs, if we knew not what he 
chiefly ainr'd at in all his pretend- 
ed_ Apoſtolical Undertakings. 'Tis 
not for nothing that he has erected 
the Colledge de propagan4i, or ra- 
ther de congregand4 fide, allowing 

K 4 a Ycar- 
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a Yearly Penſion to all Secular 
Prieſts employed in the Converſion 
of Hereticks: Wherein, though ſome 
of them perhaps through a miſtaken 
Zeal , intend nothing elſe but the 
Good of Souls ; yet ſure F am the 
Governours of the Church of Rome 
.have a Temporal proſpect upon the 
inatter of recovering one day thoſe 
valt Revenues they have loſt, by 
the withdrawing of ſo many Nati- 
ons from the Popiſh Yoke. I doubt 
not then but ſome filly ignorant 
Prieſts may fancy they do God 
Service in doing their utmoſt En- 
deavours to convert Proteſtants to 
their Principles z but the Conclaves 
aim in puſhing them on to the Work, 
is the hopes they {Hill are in of reco- 
vering Peter's Pence again, and of 

enriching Rowe once more, as of 
old, with the- Spoils of Emgland. 
Now as Children tollow commonly 
tnc Fxample of thcir Fathers, the 

Poriſh Princes imitating exactly the 
$ opes Politicks, endeavour likewiſe 
the Converſion of Mankind to their 
prin- 
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principles for the ſame Ends. One 


would take the late Kings of Spain= 


and Portugal for true Apoſtles, to 
judge of them by their apparent 
Leal to convert both Indies : The 
King of Portugal wrote himſelf to 
Ignatius of Loyola, Patriarch of the 
Jeſuits, for ſome of his Society to 
convert the Eaſt Indies to the Chri- 
{tian Faiths; and he was ſo earneſt 
upon the Matter, that he ſpar'd no 
Expences to promote the Roman Ca- 
tholick Intereſt in thoſe parts; And 
though the King of Spain, as the A- 
bler of the Two , did out-do him 
in this political Zcal, ſending great 
numbers of Churchmen, of all forts, 
ro Florida, to Mexico, to the Philip- 
pin Iflands, and other places con- 
 querd, or to be conquerd by his 
Victorious Arms 3 Yet Lewis the 
Fourteenth ſheweth himſelf more 
zealous than either of them, by 
Dragooning his Subjects into Pope- 
ry. The Apoſtles themſelves never 
dream'd of his Method of convert- 
ing Souls to the Chriſtian Religion: 


- the 
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the only way they underſtood and 
pradtisd of making Proſelytes , was 
that of perſwaſion, of preaching , 
teaching, arguing, and exhorting, 
This Method 1s far more efhcacious 
Turn ye muſt, or burn : The Dra- 
gooning Sword unties ſooner the Gor- 
dian Knots of Religious Myſteries 
than all the ſubtleſt Arguments et- 
ther of Philoſophers or Divines. 
This 1s a Secret, till of late, un- 
known , and how Antichriſtian ſo- 
ever, the only that I can imagine, 
or contrive,, to make all Nations 
outwardly agree as to Matters of 
Religion. 

If the ſimpler Mob be of O- 
Pinion , that the Princes I have 

entioned, undertook the Conver- 


. fton of the [»fidels, meerly upon 


the account of Religion, I am ſure 
the wiſer fort of Mankind will both 
think and ſay, That Intereſt, Ambi- 
tion, and Conqueſt, were their chief, 
if not only Inducements to ſuch Reli- 
gious Enterpriſes, as they are ſo much 
commended for by thoſe who ow 
ther 


the Power of Intereſt. 139 


ther love to flatter them , or are 
not clear ſighted enough to ſee 
through the ſpecious pretences of 
Deſigning Men. For 'tis certain , 
that the two firſt had in prof- 
pect, as they have yet at this very 
day, the Conqueſt of the Eaſt and 
Weſt Indies : Which Attempt they 
thought would prove both eaſe , 
and without hazard, if they could 
once engage the ignorant Izdiarns to 
ſabmit to an Implicite Faith, and a 
blind Obedience to the Church of 
Rome z, wherein they ſucceeded (o 
well, that the Emperour of Japar 
became, not without Reaſon, jea- 
lous of the great numbers of the 
New Converts in his Dominions ; 
and upon notice given him by the 
Dutch of the Popiſh Princes real 
Deſign in ſending ſo many Miſlio- 
narics at-ſo great Charges to his Ter- 
ritories, and other Neighbour-Nati- 
ons, he immediately gave ont his 
Orders for deſtroying all the Chri- 
ſtians by Fire and Sword, upon ſuf. 
picion of a Plot ſet on foot by the 


Fopiſh 
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Popiſh Kings againſt himſelf and his 
Subjects. Now as for Lewis XIV. 
the very Papilts themſelves confels, 
that he is no more concern'd for 
Religion , whatever he may appear 
to be to the ſimpler World , than 
if he pretended to none at all 3 and 
that all the noife he makes about 
the converting of the Hugonots , 
comes -from a ſecret Ambition of 
putting himſclt in a poſture to Ma- 
ſter his Neighbours, by ſecuring 
himſelf from ſuch as he looks upon, 
though withont any Reaſon , as his 
molt dangerous and Domeſtick Enc- 
mies. 
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ARTICLE XXXVIIL 


1. Why the Papiſts keep the People in 
Jenorance, 2. The Silence of the 
Scripture about the Fundamental 
Principles of Popery. 3. Why the 
Church of Rome allows not of the 
Common Uſe of Scripture. 


'Tis, one would think, an unac- 
countable thing , that the Papilſts 
will not allow the Scripture to be 
tranſlated into Vulgar Languages 3 
Yea, nor the publick Prayers to be 
either read, or ſaid in a known 
Tongue, ſince nothing feems- to me 
more dire&ly contrary to their own 
Intereſt, than to keep the People in 
Ignorance of the cfict Matters re- 
lating to their own Religion, bc- 
cauſe ſo long as they arc in this con- 
dition, they may be eaſily carried a- 
way by the Wind of any Doctrine, 
upon the firſt charitable inftruftion, 
or friendly invitation to open their 
Evcs, and make utc of their Reaſon, 

for 


142 A Moral Diſcourſe of 


for the chief end God has allowed it 
to Mankind ; that is, the ſaving of 
our Souls : Whereas, while they live 
in a ſtate of Ignorance, they are in 
a meer Capacity to any thing, by 
reaſon of their Want of that know- 
ledge the Papiſts themſelves could 
afford them , if they ſpoke not to 
them from the very Altar in a ſtrange 
and unknown Tongue. 

But what I + moſt at, is this, 
that they ſuffer the illiterate Men, 
and filly Women to ſay their Pray- 
ers in Latin, which they under- 
ſtand not, as if the Heart could be 
moved without, the underſtanding 
be firſt i]luminated. Whatever may 
be the Effect of Ignorance in other 
caſes, ſure in this it can never be the 
Mother of Devotion : For how can a 
Man pray heartily to God Almigh- 
ty, when he knows not whether 
what he ſays be Senſe or Nonſenſe ; 
or , for ought he knows of the 
whole Matter, downright Blaſphemy. 
That the Romaniſts ſhould publiſh 
the Scriptures in an unknown tongue, 
tis 
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tis odd indeed, ſince they are writ- 
ten for all Mankind ; Yet not much 
to be wonder'd at, becauſe they do 
not defign them to be read by the 
unkarned Tribe : But to allow the 
unlearned Mob to read, and fay La- 
tine Prayers they underſtand not, rs 
a thing they can hardly account for. 
Nevertheleſs, ſince we know the 
Papiſts to be like the Children of 
this World, wiſe in their Generati- 
0n , and their Church to be a Poli- 
tick, rather than a Religious Body, 
we muſt of courſe conclude, that 
they do not commit ſuch palpable 
Irregularities, but upon a fair pro- 
ſpect of ſome very conſiderable ad- 
vantage for themſelves: and this is 
chiefly the maintaining of the Peo- 
ple in their blind Obedience to the 
Authority of their Church; which, 
notwithſtanding all her pretences to 
Infallibility, holds 1t to be both law- 
ful and uſetul for Men to make their 
Spiritual Exerciſes in an unknown 
Tongue, though this be ſuch a piece 
of blind Obedience, as would make 
us 


' 
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us ſay to God in our daily Addreſſes, 
we knew not what, ſince the. ima- 
ginary general Intention of the 
Charch; they pretend to be ſaffci- 
ent in this caſe, could never fupply 
the particular want of Knowledge in 
what relates immediately to the 
g00d of our Souls. 

Now how Antichriſtian ſoever 
you. may judge it to be, to keep 
the Scriptures, that are God's Letters 
Patents to all Mankind, from the 
common people z Yet the Papiſts are 
oblig'd, through a principle of Self- 
preſervation, to condemn the com- 
mon uſe of ſo dangerous a Book, as 
they call the Scripture. And I con- 
fel5 it to be ſo for them, as mention- 
ing no where the fundamental and 
diſtinguſhing Articles of Popery, the 
Infallibility, I mean, and Univerſa- 
lity of the particular Church of Rowe, 
the Tranſubſtantiation of the Bread 
and Wine into the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, that are now in Heaven, 
the Lawfulneſs of Image-Worſhip, 
Relick-Worſhip, of Prayers to the 
Saints, 
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Saints, and for the delivery of the 
Souls pretended to be in Purgatory, 
&c, It the people were made ſenſi- 
ble, that theſe things were not re- 
veal'd in the Word of God, they 
would, without any longer delay, 
ſhake off the inſufferable Yoke of 
Popery,. ince they might ſcon under- 
ſtand, by the daily peruſal of the 
Holy Writ, that theſe, and the like 
new coin'd Articles are meer humane 
Inventions, and not God's reveal'd 
Word, The Papiſi then, I fancy, 
how fooliſh ſoever you may. think 
him, acts wiſely, and according to 
the great Law of Self-preſervation, 
in not allowing the people to read 
the Scripture, becauſe the common 
uſe of this Divine Book , would 
prove the ntter ruine of the Rowmiſh 
Church, for the Reaſon I juſt now 
hinted at. 
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ARTICLE KXXXIX. 


1. Men generally more concern'd for 
their own Reputation than for the 
Honour of God. 2. A Young Lady 
ſeverely nſed by her own Mother, and 
upon what account. 3. The late 
Prince of Conde's RefieFion againit 
the French Biſhops. 


Though Fathers and Mothers ver- . 


tuouſly enclin'd , can hardly bear 
with the irregular and ſinful Actions 
of their Children; yet *tis obſerva= 
ble, that they are much more con- 
cernd for ſome ſins they commit, 
than for ſome others, though per- 
haps more heinous and more grievous 
in their own Nature : As for 1n- 
ſtance, How many take little or no 
notice of their Childrens Drinking, 
Swearing , Gaiining,, Stealing , &*c. 
who nevertheleſs uſe them with the 
utmolt Severity, if they chance to 
commit ſuch fins of frailty, as may 
occaſion either diſgrace or ſhame to 
them- 
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themſelves or ther Familes. This I 
can give yu a ſufticicent proof of by 
what I have once obſerved my fclt 
in the behaviour of a very preciſe 
and godly Lady towards the beſt of 
her own Daughters, though look'd 
upon by her as the very worſt, be- 
cauſe ſhe had been overcome by the 
fair words, and reitcrarcd promiſes 
of a deceitful Lover. the Toung 
Lady having liv'd till then in great 
Reputation among her Netgnbuurs, 
was thought a true Pattern of Ver- 
tue and Modeſty, by all that knew 
her Whereas her Siſters were 
known to be guilty of lying, drink- 
ing, of detracting of all Mankind ; 
to ſay nothing of their inlutterable 
Vanity and Pride; of their Gaim- 
ing late and early, or rather whole 
Nights and whole Days, and of ma- 
ny other immoral Exerciles of that 
kind 3 for which their godly Mou- 
ther never ſo much as once check'd 
them in good carnelt, though upon 
the firſt diſcovery of her Eldeſt 
Daughters Misfortune, the fell upon 

. 1 her 
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her in ſuch a fury, that had ſhe not 
been reſcued out of her hands, it was 
generally believ'd ſhe had murderd 
her. 

You may caſlily think I deſign, 
by this ſhort paſſage, to tell you, that 
ſuch as are meer pretenders to Ver- 
tue, mind always more their own 
Concerns than thoſe of God Al- 
mighty, whom yct they ſeem to 
honour ſo much with thar lips, as 


to check and condemn all ſach as. 


make not ſo great a ſhow of God- 
lineſs as they upon all publick occa- 
ſions commonly do. The fins of the 
Siſters I was ſpeaking of, were ſins 
indeed againſt God 3 but the Fault 
committed by the Ladies Eldeſt 
Daughter, was ſomething elle, as 
being a diſgrace, and a ſtain to 
the Family : and that I fancy, this 
Old Lady was chiefly, if not only 
concern'd for 5 or that her Daugh- 
ter, by this unhappy accident, had 
loſt that which did. beſt qualific her 
tor a rich, anq4 honourable Match. 
What happen'd lately in France, ' is 


{ome- 
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ſomewhat a-kin to what I have been 
ditcourſing of, fince it lays open to 
the World ſuch as are but ſeem- 
ingly concern'd for nothing more 
than for the Honour and Glory of 
God. 
The Famous Moliere had written 
a Comedy, intituled, Tartuffee againſt 
Bigots, Hypocrites, and all ſorts of 
meer Pretenders to Rehgion ; but 
with ſc little applauſe from ſuch as 
. knew themſelves to be guilty, that 
the Biſhop of Artur, the chief Man, 
as it was reported, aimd at mn the 
Play, aftiſted by ſome of his Bre- 
thren, complain'd to the French 
King of the Wrong done them by Mo- 
liere, who having intorm'd the Prince 
of Conde of their whole proceedings, 
gave his Royal Highneſs occaſion to 
ſlay, That ſeveral 1reatiſes had been 
diſpersd up and down the Kingdom, 
to introduce Atheiſm , which the Bi- 
ſhops took no notice of, becauſe there 
the Honour of God only was concern'd 1 
but that now they appeared with a grea- 
ter Zeal than was requiſcte againſt Tar- 
L3 tufice, 
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taffce,, beravſe their own Reputation 
leon to lie at jiake, 


RIICLE AL. 


I. Irtcreſt the i equent Carſe of Inera- 
titn:l2, 2, Kiva Charles the Se- 
cond: Behaviour towards his beſt 
Friends, 2. Lewis the XIV. high- 
ly obligd by the French Hugo- 


nots, 


Such as torget, or reward not 
the £504 done em by thar beſt 
Fricn. 1; and Benetactors, are gene- 
rally tho171t cither ro be gmlty of, 
or not to icraple much at any other 
Criine, accoraing to :he ol iaying, 
S; inoralum dixer,s vannic dixeris : 
Yee me Pow er Of Interc:t 18 10 ab- 
ſoiute, and (o arbticary, as te cauſe 
Men tometuncs :9t only O forget 
their true 6 rien 1;, bur likewiſe to 
Promote an! c237ich their greateſt E- 
nemices. What Obligation Charles 
tae . Second had to the Cavaher 
Farty in England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land. 


To 


( 
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land, *tis'too well known to be told- 


again in this place. How many, 
both Noblemen and Gentlemen , 
ſtood up for him in the worſt of 
Times, to the hazard and loſs of 
their Lives and Fortunes, (uffering 
patiently, till he came home again, 
the greateſt Extremities that Op- 
preſſion and Want could expoſe 
them to: Who hat not thought but 
that upon the Return of King Charles 
to England, they had been all nobly 
rewarded tor their palt Services and 
Sufferings, for their conſtant loyal- 
ty, and daily endeavours to ſet 
things again upon their firit Foun- 
dation : And I doubt not but King 
Charles II. had been very willing to 
gratifie, and reward too his diltre(s'd 
Subjects, had he not judg'd ſich a 
piece of Gratitude quite contrary 
to his real Intereſt : For conlidering 
that ſuch as ſtood up for his Con- 
cerns, were 1o entircly conſecrated 
to his Service, that no hard uſage 
on his ſide coyld break them off 
from their loyalty to the Royal line, 

| L 4 ne 
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he thought he could uſe them as fa- 
miliarly as he pleasd 5 yea, and 
flight them too wihout their taking 
much notice of it, provided they 
were now and then commended 
for the conſtant performance of 
their Duty in the hardeſt times : 
But as for the downright Rebels , 
and all ſach as oppos'd moſt his In- 
tereſt, becauſe they were the rich- 
elt Men in the Nation, and the 
moſt conliderable, upon the account 
of their Authority among the Peo- 
ple , he very prudently clos'd in 
with them, as being the ſureſt props 
of his new ſctled Throne, $So that 
whatever good Service we do to 
our Friends, it they find it their In- 
tereſt to make us no Returns for 
our Kindneſs, we muſt not rely 
too much upon what we may rea- 
{onably expect from them, and they 
ought to do for us. 

But yet King Charles the Second 
dealt not fo harſhly with his rcal 
Friends, as Lewis the Fourteenth with 
the French Hugonots, who having 


Co 
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declared themſelves for his Right a- 
gainſt the then Prince of Conde , 
causd the whole Kingdom of France 
to take his part in oppoſition to the 
ambitious pretences of that dange- 
rous Antagoniſt, Becauſe every one 
1s not particularly acquainted with 
the Matter of Fact, I ſhall upon this 
occaſion give you a particular and 
ſhort account of the whole palſlage, 
that the World may be thoroughly 
inform?d , how injuſtly the French 
Proteſtants have been dealt withal 
by Lewis the Great : The Prince of 
Conde conſidering firſt, That Lewis 
the Fourteenth was born near Three 
and Twenty Years after Lewjs the 
Thirteenth, his Father, was marned, 
and ſecondly, That this Prince had 
been always ſo ſickly and weak; that 
{ome doubted very much if he could 
be the true Father of Lewis XIV. 
Upon this grounded ſuſpicion, he 
immediately declared his Right to 
the Crown; as next Heir 3 and ac- 
cordingly marching with a powertul 
Army towards Paris, torc'd the Car- 

dinal, 
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dinal, the Queen, and the Young 
King to fly as far as Amiens, before 
any of the French Cities would take 
notice of him, till the Cardinal ſent 
to the H:gonots, to deſire their afli- 
ſtance in ſuch a dangerous Juncture 
as that was: Who unanimoully a- 
greeing to give him all the Succours 
they could raiſe for his Service, 
frightn'd the Prince back again with- 
out executing his Deſign. Immedi- 
ately upon the News of his Retreat, 
the ſtrong Cities, that till then had 
ſhut up their Gates , not only re- 
cciv'd the flying King, but furniſhing 
him with all Neceflaries, enabled 
him to march back to Paris again 
with an Army, where though op- 
pos'd at firſt by Madamoiſelſe, he 
waz at laſt admitted with great 
ſhouts and acclamations of the Peo- 
ple. Though this was ſuch a fingu- 
lar piece of Service, as delerved the 
greateit reward; yet when the King 
came to age, mm a great Council 
held in his preſence, the thorow o- 
verthrow of the Hgonots was fully 
re- 
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reſolved upon : Which ſo ſtartl'd the 
King himſelt at firſt, that he told 
plainly his Counſellours, He had al- 
ways been inform'd, That the Hugo- 
zots had fettV'd the Crown upon his 
Head, in oppoſition to the Prince of 
Conde's aſpiring Ambition : But it was 
immediately reply'd by the Council, 
That for that very Reaſon he ought 
to leave no ſtone unturn'd to de- 
{troy 'em , becauſe if they had been 
. not very long before powerful enongh to 

ſettle the Crown upon his Head, they 
were then able enough, if they pleas'd, 
to pull it off again. 


ARTICLE XL[L 


1. That Riches change Mens Tempers. 
2. And why. 3. What the Papiſts 
us'd to ſay of the New Converts in 
the late Reign. 


"Tis commonly ſaid, That a change 
of Fortune for the better , alters 
a Man's Humour and Temper ; 
Honores mutant Mores. But it's not 

ob- 
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obvious to every common Under- 
ſtanding , why it does ſo: For 
though it be generally true, That 
Men become prouder by great Riches 
acquired , and Eminent Digmties 
conferr'd upon them, it mult be fur- 
ther inquir'd , what 1s the true 
Cauſe of this Pride, which renders 
them ſo unſociable to ſuch as former- 
ly were their Equals and Compani- 
ons? May not I then be allow'd to 
ſay, That their Pride being perhaps 
more affected than real , 'tis chiefly 
grounded upon Intereſt; which I 


4 


make out in ſhort thus: If Men af-' 


ter they are promoted to great Dig- 
nities, whether Eccleſiaſtical or C1- 


vil, behav'd themſelves towards their -- 


| once fanfiiar Acquaintances with the 
ſame Exteriour Humility and open- 
neſs of Heart they were us'd to do 
before their promotion, they would 
be forc'd, in a manner , to make 
them ſhare in their Eſtates likewiſe, 
as well as in their intimate Friend- 
ſhip ; *'Tis then a piece of pru- 
dence in them, according to the Po- 
lincal 
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lIitical Maxims of Self-intereſt, to 
break oft all intimacy with their 
old, if poor, Friends, leaſt 
they be ſolicited to ſupply their 
Wants , to the leflening of what 
they themſelves muſt ſpend in Su- 
perfluities : And for this very Rea- 
ſon I am of Opinion, That the un- 
ſociableneſs, it 1 may ſo ſpeak, of 
molt men under the Circumſtances 
we are diſcourlſing of , comes di- 
rely from their greedineſs to kee 

what they have got, leſt by their Fa- 
miliarity with their former Friends, 
they be obligd, in point of Ho- 
nour, not to let them want apon 
occalion : For 'tis generally obſerv'd, 

That the ungratefulne(s of moſt men 
to cheir trueſt Friends, and greateſt 
BenecfaCtors, 15 always to be aſcrib'd 
to their unreaſonable Covetouſnels 
upon the ſudden change of their For- 
tune , either becaule of thar great 
and neceſlary Expences 1n a higher 
poſt, or upon the account of their 
new ambitious projects they muſt lay 
up for, being never contented with 
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their preſent condition , how flou- 
riſhing ſfoever , becauſe the more 
they have, the more they covet z 


uo plus ſunt pote plus ſetinntur 
aque. 


Upon this account we may truly 
ſay, That all Men arc equally poor, 
and in Want, becaufe no man thinks 
he has enough to anſwer his preſent 
occaſions : So unſatisfied we ſtill are 
with the plentitulleſt Enjoyments of 
this World. Since then, 1n all our 
Attempts, we purſue always our 
own Intereſt , notwithſtanding our 
pretences ſometimes to the contra- 
ry, we (hall be reckon'd to act like 
Politicians, if we mind what parti- 
cular advantage every man aims at, 
that ſo knowing what he may be 
gain'd by, we may take our mea- 
{ures accordingly, for our own ends, 
This Maxzm being carciully/ obier- 
ved by the late King, in preferring 
upon all occalions the New Con- 
verts to confirm them 1n his Religi- 
ON 
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on by the actual poſleflion of thar, 
the very hopes of which had brought 
them over to it, gave occaſion to 
the old Roman Catholicks to lay , 
That the Kings Papiſts got all, but 
Gods Papiſts Nothing : Meaning, that 
the New Converts were always gra» 
tified either by Penſions cr Employ- 
ments: whereas ſuch as were bred 
up Roman Catholicks, though in want, 
were commonly thghted, or ſeldom 
taken notice of, becauſe 'twas thought 
that the latter being Papiits by prin- 
ciple, would not eafily leave their 
Religion; and that the tormer being 
only ſo through Intereſt, could not 
ſtay long in it without a preſent and 
competent Reward. 


A R- 
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ARTICLE XL[IL 


I. No true Image of God , and why, 
2, God Viſible in the Works of the 
Creation. 3. Why ſo ſeldom minded 
by Mankind. 


Though there can be no true I- 
mage of God, becauſe of the in- 
comprehenſible Excellency of his 
Nature, yet we may be allowed to 
ſay, That he is viſible, in a manner, 
to a diſcerning Eye in the wonderful 
Works of the Creation : For who 
can behold unconcernedly , in a 
bright Night , the Starry Heaven 


we are ſurrounded with on all ſides, 


and not think, at the ſame time of 
the inconceivable Beauty of our 
Celeſtial Fernſale»z, whole meer out- 
ſide, or Avenue>, are fo glorious 
and fo delight! - Do not the or- 


derly and con':ai;” motions of the 
Planets ſpeak 5: :0 ſuch as have 
Ears, the inn Viidom of the O- 
verſeer? is it p4yi::0; tg conſider the 
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incomparable Splendour of the Sun 
in our Meridian , without remem- 
bring of him, qui Incem habitat in- 
acceſſabilem who inhabiteth 'an in- 
acceſtible light 2 But does not the 
ſpreading Earth, while 1t ſheweth 
us the Almighty Power of its Ma- 
ker, as being thrown immto the 
midſt of the Vortex, or Heaven we 
arc inclos'd in, without either foun- 
dation or Pillar to ſupport ſuch an 
huge Maſs, point us out with as ma- 
ny Fingers as it produceth Plants 
and living Creatures, the Power , 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of an inviſt- 
ble God? And can we, opening our 
Eyes, look upon the orderly cbbing 
and flowing of the Ocean, withour 
raiſing our Minds towards him, who 
has ſet bounds to the Sea ? To be 
ſhort, we need not confult Books 
about the Being of a God, nor read 
them, to be put in mind of him, the 
whole World being a great: Volume 
that we may and ought upon all oc- 
caſions to perule, in order to diſco- 
ver* the inviſible things by ſuch as 

M are 
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are vilible, and obvious to the Cor- 
poral Eye. Since then, as I was ſay- 
ing before, nothing 1s ſo viſible, in 
ſome ſenſe, as God himſelf in the 
. Works of his Power ; I muſt, in 
purſuance of my Deſign, inquire 1n 
this place, why men have Eyes, and 
ice not what they may ſee, with the 
leaſt attention, in every Object of 
their very Senſes : 


Jupiter eſt quodeungqz, vides Jovis + 


onmia plena. 


If we gaze a while at a great and 
ſtately Palace, bcaurified with what- 
ever Art and Wit can contrive, we 
call preſently to mind either the 
Architect or the Owner, admiring 
both the Skill of the one, and the 
Riches and Power of the other, 
who could raiſe at his own Expences 
ſach a ſtately Building: Now can 
we imagine any Earthly Palace in 
the leaſt comparable to the World it 
{clf, either asto Beauty or Statelineſs, 
the very Roof, if I may fo ſpeak, or 
the 
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the Concave part of this large Houſe, 
being an Object of an unſpeakable 
Pleaſure to a diſcerning Eye, becauſe 
of the wonderful Beauty of the 
fix'd Starrs, of their huge bulk, 
how ſmall ſoever in appearance, of 
their Regular Motions, and ſecret 
Influences upon our .Globe ; yea, 
and upon all contingent Events 
likewiſe if Judictary Aſtrologers are 
to be hearken'd to. I need not men- 
- tion 1N this place the Beauty of the 
Earth it (elf, in the infinite Variety 
of its parts, which though not ſo 
glorious as the Celeſtial Bodies, are 
yet, if narrowly look'd into, no leſs 
ſurprizing Objects. 

Bur to come to a Conclutton upon 
the whole Matter, What 1s the True 
Reaſon why- beholding daily and 
hourly this vaſt and ſtately Palace, I 
mean the World we livein, we ſcarce 
ever enquire either after the Maker 
or the Owner, who are both in this 
Caſe one and the fame, the Almigh- 
ty and Glorious Creator of all things, 
God himfelf 2 Tis eaſic to gueſs 
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what I muſt anſwer to this Queſti- 
on, notſo much in order to follow 
out iy deſign, as becauſe of the un- 
doubted Truth of the Matter of 
Fatt, That Temporal Intereſt ties 
our Hearts ſo ſtrongly to Earthly 
Things, that moſt men behave them- 
ſelves no otherwiſe than if they 
look'd upon the very Fundamental 
Article of all true Religion, the Be- 
ing of a God, as a meer Politick 


Contrivance to frighten the {umpler 


ſort into Honeſty and Morality 3 Cr 
if they are not throughly fo guilty, 
conſidering how they ſpend their 
whole life in Gaiming , Trading, 
Fighting , Eating , Sleeping and 
Drinking, without having perhaps 
ever thought once ſeriouſly of a 
God, we have Reaſon to think, that 
their whole Soul 1s fo applied to their 
worldly concerns, that they never 
remember of a Deity , unleſs per- 
haps when they take his Holy 
Name in vain. The chicf and only 
Reaſon then, why men live ſo ma- 
ny Years without making that uſe 
of 
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of this Viſible World 'twas chiefly 
deſign'd for, is, becauſe , as the 
Scripture ſays ſomewhere, ſome are 
wholly taken up with the Concerns 
of a married lite; others are deeply 
engag'd in Publick or Private Af- 
fairs, which they cannot clear them- 
ſelves ofz and all generally purſue 
their own Temporal Happineſs, or 
their own things {o eagerly , that 
tew or none raiſe their Minds a- 
_ the Objects of their Scn- 
es 


ARTICLE XLIL 


I. or = Remedy againſt ſt Burning. 

ows of perpetual Chaſtity 

F: ig 3. Why imposd by the Church 
of Rome. 


Since *tit certain, That a married 
life is the Soveraign Remedy againſt 
what the Scripture calls Burning, it 
may be worth our while to inquire, 
how it comes to paſs , That the 
Church of Rome neither allows her 

M 3 Prieſts 
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* Prieſts nor her Nuns to marry : For 
it being undeniable, that they may, 
and do burn as often, it not oftner 
than others, why ſhould they be 
forbid the uſe of the chief Remedy 
preſcrib'd by the Scripture tt ſelf a- 
gzainſt ſuch an ordinary frailty? Sure 
they cannot pretend to a greater Ho- 
lineſs, upon this account , than the 
reſt' of Mankind, becauſe the Vows 
of perpetual Chaſtity, or of never 
marrying, which 1s the ſame thing 
in there. Opinion , are really ſinful, 
If it bea fin to put a ſtop, as mach 
as in ns hes, to the propagation of 
Mankind, in a lawful way, though 
chiefly deſfign'd by the Author of 
the Creation ; or if it be a fin, &- 
ther to-reject the very Remedy God 
bimſclf, as our great Phyſician, has 
ordered us againſt the violenteſt 
Temptation we can be hable to 3 
that 1s, againſt Burning 3; or to lay 
acainft the expreſs Words of the Ho- 
ty Ghoſt , Tir better to burn than 
#iarry. Now, though I willingly 
grant , That as he does well who 
mar=- 
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marrieth, ſo he may, in fome Caſes, 
do better who marrieth not ; yet ] 
maintain, 'tis always better to marry 
than to make a Vow never to mar- 
ry ; becauſe ſuch an act as this is the 
tying of our ſelves up from doing a 
lawtul thing, and in ſome caſes ne- 
ceſlary , under a no leſs pain than 
that of Eternal Damnation : For 
when the Prieſts and Nuns , upon 
their admittance into the Order 
they are enroll'd in, pronounce theſe 
ſolemn Words, Voveo Caſtitatem per- 
petuam, T vow and promiſe perpe- 
tual Chaſtity 3 They Equivalently 
ſay, That if ever they marry, yea, 
were it to quench their Barnizg , 
they are in a ſtate of Damnation, 
for doing what the Scripture advi- 
ſeth them to do againſt a prefhng 
Temptation. Since then *'tis - clear 
from the Premiſes, to an unpreju- 
dic'd mind, That the forementioned 
Vow being unlawful, ought neither 
to be taken , nor kept it once ta- 
ken, undoubtedly ſome conſiderable 
Intereſt or other muſt oblige the 

M 4 Church 
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Charch of Rome to impole upon her 
Children ſach an unnatural Yoke as 
this 163 and I know no other thing 
ſhe can aim at 1n this cate but world- 
ly Grandeur, by ſecuring to her ſelf 
the chief Defenders of her Authori- 
ty, the Religious Orders of all Co- 
lours, which as the Vows give Being 
to, fo they likewiſe without them 
cannot ſubfiſt : For whatever Mo- 
ney 1s given 1n with their Novices, 
as they ſpeak, may be recovered a- 
gain , in caſe they make no Vows 
after a Year or Two's Trial. It 
then we remember, that the Church 
of Rome aims always 1n all her un- 
dertakings at worldly Greatneſs and 
Riches, we cannot but admire her 
Policy as much as we ought to ab- 
hor her Wickednelſs, in taking this 
method to make her ſclf a Party, 
and a ſtrong one too in every Cor- 
ner of Chriſtendom. 


_ 
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ARTICLE XLIV. 
i. Grains of Allowance for lewd Wo- 


men in Rome, and upon what ac- 
count, 2, The Courtiſans baniſh'd 
Rome, and called home again. 3. A 
conſiderable Abuſe ſuffered in Am- 
ſterdam, and why, 


Publick ProteCtion given to lewd 
and debauch'd Women, is ſuch a 
piece of Scandal, that Rome it 1elf 
might be aſham'd of it: But the 
leaſt ſmell of Gain out of any thing 
whatſoever , dulcis odor lucri, &c. 
being ſo ſweet and comforting, we 
need not wonder to ſee the Pope 
himſelt flight his own Good Name 
and Reputation for a Yearly Reve- 
nue he gets by protctting ſuch Wo- 
men as give themſelves up to the 
publick Luſt. Though the Matter 
of Fat be very certain, and nc 
where doubted, yet becauſe the 
manner 1$ not ſo generally knoivn, 
I ſhall give you a true and ſhort ac- 

count 
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count of it upon this occaſton : When 
Weomer are reſolv'd to turn them- 
ſelves looſe, they are oblig'd to make 
their appearance before Two Publick 
Notaries, or before Two Judges, in 
order to renounce ſolemnly thar 
Names, Families, and Reputation : 
Which being perftorm'd 1n the uſual 
manner, they are allowed a free 
Trade, provided firſt they live toge- 
ther in certain noted places 3 provi- 
ded, ſecondly, they wear ſomething 
or other they may be known by ;, and 
thirdly, that they fail not to pay e- 
very Year a certain Sum into the 
Pope's Exchequer for their Freedom. 
The Romans chief Apology for ſuch 
an unchnſtian Toleration, 15 the pre- 
tence of ſhunning a greater Crime, 
I do heartily abhor to name, as well 
as to think on, otherwiſe, they ſay, 
unavoidable in that Chmate, if the 
former Conveniencies were not al- 
lowed of: which, they add, 1s fo 
true, that one of the Popes having 
baniſh'd all the Conrteſans, was not 
only forc'd to call them back to 
Rome 
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Rome again, upon his Diſcovery of 
a greater and daily abomination, oc- 
caſion'd by their abſence; but like- 
wiſe, that there might be nothing 
wanting on his fide for purting a 
ſtop to one ſip, and promoting an- 
other , causd a conſiderable Sum of 
Money to be diſtributed among 
them,. to enable them to buy ſuch 
things as might fit them the better 
for the uſe they were defign'd for. 
So one only among the Popes under- 
took to clear Rome of lewd Women, 
and, for ought I know, none will 
ever attempt the like again, becauſe 
of the Conſiderable and Yearly Be- 
nefit the Apoſtolick Chamber gets by 
thus indulging Humane Frailty, 'Tis 
true, there 15a Monaſtery appointed 
for the uſe of the Repenting Courti- 
ſans: But through thps very pretend- 
ed Zeal, we may eaſily diſcover a 
real Deſign of Gain and Intereſt : 
For ſince 'tis certain, that the Pope's 
Revenues are Yearly better'd by the 
multitude of the Courttſans, there 
could be no Contrivance ſo plauſible, 


no. 
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nor ſo uſctul for the Pope's Deſign, 
as that of a Monaſtery, or Retreat 
for them in their Old Days, when 
ſin has left them , becauſe Young 
Women conlidering, that they can. 
provide for themſelves, with the help 
of the allowed Trade , during their 
greener and flouriſhing Years 3 and 
that they are ſure to be provided for 
when Qld Age comes on, 4n the Mo- 
naſtery delign'4 tor them, are un- 
doubtedly thereby encourag'd to 
turn Courtiſans, upon ſuch a fair 
proſpect of never wanting neither 
Young nor Old, in caſe of 7a true 
or feign'd Repentance. 

But what I have ſaid of Rome, 1 
may likewiſe ſay of a very Reform'd 
City, Amſterdam; and that Jntereſt 
obligeth not GSaly the Papiſts, but 
alſo the beſt fort of Chriſtians to 
connive ſometimes at the greateſt 
Crimes and Abuſes. The Mufck- 
Houſes, as they call them in Amſter- 
dam, are allowed of by the Magi- 
ſtrates all the Year round, becauſe of 
the Money ſpent daily there, to the 
great 


the Power of Intereſt. 173 


great benefit of the City, by lewd 
Women, and ſuch as come to meet 
them in theſe places. As I could 
not but diſcover ſometimes my par- 
ticular concern to ſee a Reform'd 
City guilty almoſt of the ſame abo- 
mination we ſo often reproach Rowe 
with, 1 was told by an underſtand- 
ing Hol/ander, That the Toleration 
ot-the forementioned Houſes, how 
ſcandalous foever, was very pru- 
dently and politically allowed of by 
the Magultrates of Azzjterdaxr, upon 
this account, that the Pay near of 
Twenty Thouſand Seamen comes 
home to them that way again, it 
being generally obſerv'd, that ſuch 
Houles are moſt reſorted to by idle 
Mariners, who would ſpend the Mo- 
ney they have got in the States Ser- 
vice, in the Neighbour-Cities, if their 
Debauchery was not conniv'd at in 
Amſterdan. 


AR: 
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ARTICLE XLV. 


1. The Abuſe of Godlineſs, 2. Good 
Advice againſt the treacherous De- 
frens of the deceitfil. 3. The Seven 
Woes of the Goſpel pronoun'd againſt 
Hypocrites. 


Men commit not only all kind of 
Crimes for intereſt ſake, but, which 
may ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange, become 
godly and vertuous for the ſame 
end; Godly, I ſay, at leaſt in ap- 
pearance , as thinking that Piety 
which the Scripture ſays is uſeful for 
all things, tilis ad omnia Pietas, may 
likewiſe be uſeful for the getting of 
Money : Such men are always lefs 
concern'd to do 1ll, than to do jll- 
like, becauſe by the former they of- 
fend God only, whereas by the lat- 
ter they commonly give offence to 
men, whom they regard more than 
him they ought only to fear : Upon 
this account 'tis that they are careful 
to avoid no fin but that of Scandal, 
being 
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being ready, upon any advantage, to 
lye, cheat, and murder, to commit 
Theft , Fornication , and Adultery, 
if they can but do it ſecretly : They 
are, I fancy, of the Italians Opini- 
on, That what is not known js not 
done 3, that is, as good as not done , 
becauſe it puts no ſtop tothe promo- 
ting of thar Intereſt fo long as hid, 
and kept from the knowiedge of 
ſuch as would be very loth to help 
them either with their Purſe or Cre- 
dit, if they were inform'd of their 
ſecret Life and Converſation. Since 
then the World 1s ſo deceitful, for 
our own private meaſures we ought 
particularly to take notice of ſuch as 
court us unexpectedly, and at an 
extraordinary rate, with a ſhow of 
Humnulity and Modeſty, beyond their 
Temper and Cuſtom upon other oc- 
caſions, becauſe, to be ſure, they 


either intend to on a Cheat npon 


us, or to obtain from us, or by our 
mediation , ſome particular favour. 
But thoſe ſort of Hypocrites are moſt 
of all guilty, who under the ſpeci- 
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ous preterice of Religion, cover their 
real Deſigns of Intereſt and Con- 
quelt, as generally the Papiſts do, 
when pretending to gain our Souls, 
they aim chietly at our Goods and 
Eſtates, as may be cafily made out by 
whatever they have undertaken of 
moment, either at home or abroad 
and I wiſh IT had no reaſon to ſay, 
That they are not imitated 1n this by 
ſome of the Reform'd part of the 
World, who tho they pretend not to 
Infallibility , a& nevertheleſs , as if 
they believ'd themſelves infallible, in 
depriving, either direttly or indireCt- 
ly, of their Eſtates all ſuch as cannot 
in Conſcience conform to their way 
of Worſhip : Which gives us juſt 
grounds to ſuſpect , that this Tem- 
poral Concern is the chief thing they 
aim at, notwithſtanding all their 
fair pretences to a thorough Reforma- 
tion, to the promoting of the Goſpel, 
and of Saving Faith in Chriſt. Tis 
certainly againſt ſnch Phariſees, and 
meer pretenders to Holineſs , that 


Chriſt pronounc'd with ſo much Zeal 
and 
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and Eloquence, the Seven following 
Woes. . 


i. Wo unto you Scribes 
and Phariſees, Hypocrites; Mat. 23.13. 
for ye ſhut up the kingdom 
of Heaven againſt men; for ye neither 
g0 in your ſelves, neither ſuffer ye 
them that are entering to go in. 

2. Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Hypocrites 5 for ye devour Wi- 
 dows houſes , and for pretence make 

long prayers : therefore ye ſhall receive 
the greater damnation. 

3. Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Hyporrites 5 for ye compaſs Sea 
and Land to make one Proſelite, and 
when he is made, ye make him two-fold 
more the child of Hell than your 
ſelves. 

4. Wo unto you ye blind guides , 
which ſay, Whoſoever ſhall ſwear by 
the Temple it is nothing, but whoever 
ſhall ſwear by the Gold of the Temple, 
is 4 debter. 

5. Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Hypocrites z, for ye pay the Tithe 
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of Mint, and Amiſe, and Cummin, 
and have omitted the weightier matters 
4 the Law, Judgment , Mercy, and 

atth 5 theſe ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the other undone. 

6. Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Hypocrites 5 for ye make clean the 
out-ſide of the Cup, and of the Platter ; | 
but within they are full of Extertion | 
and Exceſs. 

7. Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Hypocrites 5 for you are like unto 
whited Sepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead mens bones, and of all unclean- * 
neſs. 

Fe have here Hypocrifie, and all 
its Deſigns of Intereſt laid open, 
with that life and plainneſs, that I 
need not enlarge upon the Subject 
Matter of this Article - I {hall only 
add, That as the Ten Commandments 
are written in golden Letters in eve- 
ry Charch, to mind the Chriſtians of 
their Duty, it were likewiſe fit the 
Seven foregoing Woes ſhould be ſet 
up 1n every Church, Kirk, Field-Con- 


venticle 
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venticle, and Meeting-houſe, that both 
the Preachers and the Hearers may 
remember, firſt, That 'tis neither 
long Prayers , groaning , weeping, 
nor ſaying, Lord, Lord, that they are 
to be ſaved by, but a hving Faith, a 
real Vertue, and an unteigned Re- 
pentance; and ſecondly, That as God 
15 a true Spirit, ſo he ought, and will 
be ador'd by all ſuch as he lays claim 
to, in: Spirit and Truth, 


ARTICLE XLVI. 


1. Lewd Women. 2. Yuack-Phyſicians. 
3. Judiciary Aſtrologers. 


Though it be clear, That all men 
purſue not the ſame particular Inte- 
reſt, ſince ſome att for profit, others 
for pleaſure, and others again by a 
principle of Ambition, I do neverthe- 
leſs incline to think, That moſt men, 
whatever may be their pretences to 
the contrary, aim at nothing more 1n 
all their projects, than at the increaſe 
of their Treaſures; that is, of their 
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Money, becauſe without this neceſſary 
Tool they can neither pretend to&ho- 
nour, nor hope for pleaſure : Yea, 
thoſe very Women that ſeem to have 
conſecrated themſelves wholly to the 
unchaſt GoddeG Venrs, or unlawtul 
pleaſure, are tobe ſtil'd rather Thieves 
than what they are commonly called, 
and ſuch of them as either watch their 
Prey in the Streets of great Cities, or 
hive together in private Houſes, in or- 
der to follow their infamous Trade, 
' ought to be look'd upon as no better 
than downright Robbers, becauſe 
their chief deſign is to plunder, rob, 
and drain mens Pockets, which they 
never fail to do by (tealth, if they 
cannot do it by conſent. 

There 1s another Tribe of Man- 
kind that I muſt take notice of upon 
the ſame account, or rather upon a 
worſe, becauſe they rob men daily of 
their Lives and Eſtates : and theſe are 
the 1iliterate and Quack-Phyſicians, 
who neither nnder{tanding Phyſick, 
nor perhaps being capable of under- 
ſtanding 1t, tet up every where'for 


- 
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Doctors 3 Such only ought, and maY 
be proſecuted without any deſerv* 
Reflection again(t the Proſecutors, as 
if they deſign'd an injult Monopoly : 
But becauſe men catch at any thing 
when there is a proſpett of Gain, no 
wonder if the Quacks finding fo much 
| encouragement from the credulous 
ſimplicity of the unlearned Tribe, un- 
dertake the cure of moſt diſtempers, 
without any rcal knowledge either of 
a good Remedy, or of arational Me- 
thod. The hke may be ſaid of Judi- 
ciary Aſtrologers, who pretend to 
Fn] foreſee the free Determinations of 
&! Hamane W1ll, in the different Situati- 
| on or Aſpect of the Stars and Planets, 
| their chief Deſign being to draw a 
| Tribute from the ignorant Mob flock- 
| ing to 'em for Advice about things to 
come, which they know nothing of, 
unleſs we allow them to be inſpired 
| Men, or real Prophets. 
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ARTICLE XLVIL 


1. Crimes A by Covetonſneſs. 
2. Spaniſh Cruelty. 3. Engliſh Neg- 


ligence. 


Auri ſacra fames | quid non mortalia 
cogis 


Pe&ora £2 


Would one think, that men could 
lay ſo far aſide the uſe of Reaſon for 
that of Gold, asto be guilty of Trea- 
chery, Perjury, Murder, and whate- 
ver elſe may attend Crimes of that 
kind : yet nothing more ordinary, not 
ſo much among Txrks and Pagans, as 
among Chriſtians : What unheard of 
Cruelties were committed by the Spa- 
wiards in the Weſt Indies, 'tis well 
known all Exrope over, though Mari. 
ana, their beſt Hiſtorian, would take 
no notice of 'em, leſt he ſhould either 
betray the horrible Treachery of his 
Countrymen, or himſelf to be an un- 
faithful Hiſtorian : They had a wy 

wit 
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with an Indian King, their Priſoner, to 
give him his life and liberty, upon 
condition to put them in poſſeſſion of 
his greateſt Treaſures, within acertain 
time appointed; But ſo ſoon as he had 
perform*d his promiſe in every parti- 
cular, he was barbaroully ſtrangl'd by 
the Order of the Spaniſh Governour, 
with a Million more before and after 
that time, as?*tis reported by ſome of 
their own Authors, to the eternal In- | 
famy of that Nation, viſibly puniſh'd - 
ever ſince for ſuch unparallel'd Cruel- 
ties that the Indians were usd to ſay, 
They deſir'd not to go to Heaven, if 
7 the Spaniards were to be met with 
there. 

I am then much miſtaken if a meer 
Zeal upon the account of Religion a- 
mong Popilh Princes particularly, be 
not one of the Viulgar Errors, eſpecial- 
ly when I conſider, that at the very 
ſame time Lewis the Great was perſe- 
cuting the Hugonots in France, he 
help'd the Proteſtants in Hungary with 
conſiderable Sums againſt the Empe- ' 
rour, doing likewiſe his utmoſt En- 
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deavours to engage the Turkin a War 
againſt him, wherein he ſucceeded at 
laſt, as an Inſtrument in the hand of 
God, to the ruine, in all appearance, 
of the Turkiſþ Empire, and of his own 
perhaps at laſt, when his meaſure is 
once filled up. The Engliſh Prote- 
ſtants, Iconfeſs, have not murdered 
the poor Indians, after the Example 
of the Spaniards, as being more 1n- 
clin'd to mercy by their principles, 
than the Papiſts 3 but yer to tell the 
truth of the matter, they commit dai- 
ly a Crime in theWeſt Indies ſomewhat 
a-kin to Murder, by {lighting, or hin- 
dering, asI am inform'd, the Conver- 
fion of the Negroes, or their Indian 
Slaves, leaſt to their loſs, they ſhould 
enjoy the Priviledges of Chriſtian Li- 
bertyz which I conceive to be a ve- 
ry ſhameful, if not a ſinful negle& in 
ſuch as profeſs the Chriſtian Religion : 
For though no Force 1s to be ns'd but 
that of Argument, to bring men over 
to our per{waſion, yet lince no Religi- 
on can promote true Holineſs ſo much 
as Ours, we onght to uſe our endea- 
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vours to ſet our ſtragling Neighbours 
in that way which we think ſo ſafe and 
ſecure for our ſelves: But yet if it 
happen, that our Reaſons, how ſtrong 
ſoever, prevail not to their Convitti- 
ON, as appearing weak to them, we are 
to leave them to God and their own 
Conſcience, becauſe it ſhall not be ſaid 
to 'em at the laſt day, Go into Eternal 
Fire, for doing againſt our Judgment, 
but for doing againſt their own, ſince 
that and nothing elſe can be imputed 
cither to them or to us as a ſin. 


ARTICLE XLVIIL 


I. The Sabbath 4ay profar'd, 2. And by 
whom. 3. Womens Deſizz indreſſing 
themſelves upon the Savbath dy. 


Whether we are to keep holy the 
Sabbath day,that is,Saturdav,which Gol 
himſelf ſeems to have pitch'd upon, 
or the Smday, choſen by the Church, 
I ſhall not debate, fince the common 
practice of the Chriſtian World, from 
the very Primitive Times, filences me 

UPp- 
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upon the matter : But the thing that 
I ſhall enquire into here, 1s, why moſt 
people, eſpecially Women, go to the 

lace of Prayer, the Church, upon a 

unday, as if they went to a Play, or 
toa ſolemn meeting upon ſome pro- 
fane or indifferent account : Yea, 'tis 
obſervable, That moſt of them riſe 
early in the morning upon Srndays, 
that they may have time cnough to ſet 
themſelves out to the beſt advantage 
in their richeſt Apparel 3 and if Spa- 
iſh Wool, Spaniſh Papers, and Waſhes 
of all ſorts, are made uſeof by them 
at any time, *tis particularly then 
when they are to make their appear- 
ance inthe Church or Congregation. 1 
am then of Opinion, that it would 
look more Primitive, if the Ladies 
came to Church adorn'd ike Women 
profeſſing Godlineſs, in a comely and 
modeſt Dreſs; for I take it to be a 
great profanation of the Sabbath day, 
though little refle&ed on, and like- 
wiſe of the very Houſe of God, the 
Church, to make ſuch a Figure in it, 
as may either occaſion an inward 
Con- 


, 
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Conſent to fin in the weak behol- 
ders, or withdraw the attention they 
ought to give to the Preacher. This 
practice of wearing coſtly Apparel 
on the Sabbath day, though contrary 
to the Primitive Times, is ſtill con- 
tinued upon the account of a pre- 
vailing Intereſt, which is, in ſhort, 
this, That as not a tew ſhew them- 
ſelves in all their Glory in the Church, 
upon a ſecret Deſign of enſnaring 
ſome of their Admirers tor their 
own private ends 3 ſo others doit up- 
on a more honelt account , That 
ſpreading their Nets after ſuch an in- 
viting way, they may catch at laſt 
good and rich Husbands, 
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ARTICLE XLIX. 


1. The Cheats of Vulgar Chymiſts, 
2. The Three beſt Catholick Reme- 
. dies, 3. Method of little uſe a- 
gainſt Chronical Diſtempers. 


I always look'd upon Chymiſtry as 
a moſt neceſſary and uſeful Study, 
though I have but very little Vene- 
ration for the common Chymiſts, and 
ſuch among them as have neither the 
Skill nor the Honeſty of the deſer- 
vedly Famous Robert Boyle, of whoſe 
Chymical Preparations I can ſay upon 
my own Experience, That they are 
the beſt that ever I tried in any 0- 
ther part of Evyrope - But the Fault 
T find with the generality of the low- 
er Tribe of Chymiſts, 1s this, That 
they all pretend to Panarea's, to Ca- 
tholick, or Univerſal Remedies, as 
Potable Gold, Miraculous Liquors , 
Powders and Elixirs of all kinds and 
Names, in order to get great Rates 
for what coſt them but little or no- 
thing, 
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thing , their Pains excepted: For 
when the pretended Secret is diſco- 
verd, 'tis ſometimes found not to 
be ſo much as Diſtill'd, Calcin'd, or 
Chymically prepar'd : As 1t happen'd 
to Talbot's Famous Febrifuge, thought 
at firſt in France ſome Extraordinary 
and Excellent Chymical Preparation : 
Whereas it was known at laſt by 
what the French King's firſt Phyſician 
publiſh'd of it, in a French Treatiſe, 
to be nothing elſe but the Jeſuits 
Powder, ſometimes taken in Sub- 
ſtance , ſometimes in a Tin&ure , 
with ſeveral harmleſs Additions, to 
hide it the better from the Eyes of 
the Curious: yet if all the Chymical 
Remedies, and pretended * Panacea's 
were as bowel againſt moſt Di- 
{tempers, as the Peruvian Bark, if 
$kiltully handled, is againſt Agues, 
and intermitting Fevers, I ſhould 
neither think the Praiſes commonly 
given them , for Intereſt's ſake, by 
deligning men, too great, nor their 
Price, whatever it were, unreaſon- 
able : But daily Experience teacheth 


us, 
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us, That generally the common pre- 
tended | —_ , are cither meer 
harmleſs things, whether ſimple or 
compounded , or at the beſt , but 
ordinary Remedies, under the diſ- 
guiſe of a Vehicle, of a peculiar Pre- 
paration or Mixture. Though I 
grant indeed, That there are ſome 
Excellent , and ſcarce ever failing 
Remedies againſt ſome particular 
Diſtempers 3 ſuch I reckon to be the 
Powder made of the Peruvian Bark , 
againſt Agues, Opinxm for allaying of 
Pain, the-Solution of Seed-Pearl by 
a Menſtrunm, neither Orinows, Acid, 
nor Alcoliſate, againſt Conſumptions 
and inward Decays, againſt Heats, 
Morphew, Wrinkles of the Face, 
&c. if outwardly applied : Yet I 
do affirm, That becaute of the al- 
moſt infinite Variety both of Mens 
Tempers, and Diſtempers, we muſt 


confeſs, and upon daily Experience 


too, That thereis no Panacea, or U- 
niverſal Remedy of all the Infrmities 
incident to Humane Bodies yet ſtum- 
bled upon 5 and that whoever pre- 
tends 
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tends to ſuch a rare piece of Know- 
ledge, deſigns, in all hkelihood, to 
put a Cheat upon Mankind, for In- 
tereſt's ſake : I {hould nevertheleſs 
be miſunderſtood, if I were thought 
not to put a greater value, in ſome 
Caſes, upon a good Remedy, than 
upon the moſt rational Method, with- 
out ſuch a help : For though Method 
in acute Diſtempers be abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary, nevertheleſs againſt confirm'd 
and Chronical Infirmines, 'tis of little 
or no uſe without a good Tool : $0 
that all the Aphoriſms, cither of Hy- 
pocrate, or others, will avail but little 
to the ableſt Phyſician call'd to cure 
an old and inveterate Diſeaſe, with- 
out the Knowledge of a good Specz- 
fick, or of a Medicine known by Ex- 
perience-to be prevalent in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, it skilfully prepar'd and judici- 
oully preſcrib'd. 


FINIS. 


